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SOLAR ECLIPSE HAPPENS AUGUST 21 
     There will be a rare total eclipse of the Sun on Monday, August 21st.  This 

is when the Moon will completely cover the sun, but the corona can still be 

seen.  A path from Oregon to South Carolina will see the total eclipse.  

Outside of this path observers will see a partial solar eclipse, which includes 

Indiana.  The eclipse begins in Tippecanoe County, Indiana at 12:56 pm EDT.  

Maximum eclipse will occur at 2:22pm.  Eclipse end is 3:46pm.  The percent 

covered at maximum here will be 90.4%.  For two minutes, 45 seconds the 

Moon will block out the Sun.  Some safety tips from NASA: 

     BE SAFE!  Do NOT look at the uneclipsed or partially eclipsed Sun 

through an unfiltered camera, telescope, binoculars or any other optical device 

and especially with your bare eyes.  It is unsafe to look at the eclipse without 

proper safety protection.  Those include special-purpose solar filters (eclipse 

glasses) or hand-held solar viewers.  Make sure yours is certified. 

     Always inspect your solar filter before use; if scratched or damaged, 

discard it. Read and follow any instructions printed on or packaged with the 

filter. Always supervise children using solar filters.  Stand still and cover your 

eyes with your eclipse glasses or solar viewer before looking up at the bright 

Sun. After glancing at the Sun, turn away and remove your filter — do not 

remove it while looking at the Sun. 

     An alternative method for safe viewing of the partially eclipsed Sun is 

pinhole projection. For example, cross the outstretched, slightly open fingers 

of one hand over the outstretched, slightly open fingers of the other. With your 

back to the Sun, look at your hands’ shadow on the ground. The little spaces 

between your fingers will project a grid of small images on the ground, 

showing the Sun as a crescent during the partial phases of the eclipse. 

     If you are within the path of totality, remove your solar filter only when the 

Moon completely covers the Sun’s bright face and it suddenly gets quite dark. 

Experience totality, then, as soon as the bright Sun begins to reappear, replace 

your solar viewer to glance at the remaining partial phases. 
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BUCK CREEK UMC NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2017 
 

THE STAFF. 

Tim Schnepp, co-editor, reporter  e-mail:  timothys81@yahoo.com 
Nancy Schnepp, co-editor, primary reporter  nancymae51@yahoo.com 

Other reporters this month: Barb Knochel 

Carol Shepard, church secretary, duplicator 

Picture providers: N. Schnepp, Roger Boyce, Barb Knochel, Judy Bandy 

                             

Thanks be to God forever. 

BCUMC on the web:  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS FOR AUGUST 
6    >  For Logan’s birthday from mom Mariann Arnold  

13  >  For Kyle Schnepp's birthday from mom Nancy 

20  >  In memory of Grams's birthday 8/23  

          from the Schnepp family 

27  >  For Zohie’s birthday from mom Mariann Arnold 

MOWING SCHEDULE 
     Please mow the Thursday, Friday or Saturday before the date 

you sign up. 

Aug. 6:   Brad May  

Aug. 13: Fred Roach 

Aug. 20: Bob Shepard   

Aug. 27: Bruce Germain 

WIDOWS CLUB MEETS & EATS AUGUST 9 
     The Widows Club meets the second Wednesday of each month, 9am at 

Cracker Barrel on State Road 26, Lafayette, Indiana.    

MUGS & MUFFINS MEETS AUGUST 15 
     Mugs & Muffins meets the third Tuesday of each month, 9:30am-11:00am 

in the church basement. 

 

mailto:timothys81@yahoo.com
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/
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THANK YOU 
 + A big thank you to everyone who helped in any way with this year’s 

Vacation Bible School!  Whether you donated items, your time, or funds, or 

sent your children, we thank you!  A big thank you to all the teachers, the 

helpers, and those who ran the show!  With your help, 28 children had a 

chance to get to know Jesus a little better! 

 

+ What a blessing to have Pastor Victor, his wife Rosemund, Dr. Green and 

her husband Ray visit us (June 25)!!  Pastor Victor’s sermon touched all of us 

as The Lord worked through Victor’s message to touch our hearts!!!  Many 

thanks to our visitors and to all who provided food, help, support and love to 

make our Sunday service and meal a joyful time!!  Our church family is a 

blessing and is blessed!!!  Thanks to all!!                                       -Jan Prosser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
Buck Creek United Methodist Church 

Back to School Celebration 

August 13, 2017 

4915 Ferret St.,  Buck Creek, IN 47924 

(Following second service, approximately 12:30 p.m.) 

 

Activities Include: 

*Carry in Lunch 

*Yard games 

*Bounce House 

*Face Painting 

 

School age children will receive back-to-school prizes 

Please join us!  Anyone is welcome to attend! 
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OBITS 

     As a church family, and members of the Buck Creek community, we strive 

to stay connected to one another.  As the bible says, “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn.” –Romans 12:15    

 

M. STEPHANIE PATRICK, 64 

EAST TIPP GRAD 1970 

     M. Stephanie Patrick, 64, died on the 

morning of Wednesday, June 14, 2017 

from chronic autoimmune hepatitis, 

with her husband at her side. She is 

survived by her husband, Barry Jenkins 

of Arlington, VA; son, Patrick Jenkins 

of Winston-Salem, NC; brother, J. 

Shannon Patrick of Mount Pleasant, 

MI; and numerous cousins, nieces and 

nephews. 

     Stephanie was born on Monday, 

October 13, 1952 in Lafayette, IN, the 

daughter of Ralph W. and Charmaine 

(Dotson) Patrick.  She grew up on her 

family's Tippecanoe County farm (The 

Hershey House). She attended Monitor 

School and graduated from East Tipp 

High School in 1970.  She was very active in high school, being in Pep Club, 

Band, Speech Club, Spanish Club, and was on the yearbook staff, and vice 

president of her Senior class.  Steph attended the Universidad de Madrid 

(Spain) and graduated from Purdue University, where she earned a double 

major in journalism and Spanish, and was a twirler for the Purdue All-

American Marching Band. She is a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma, and 

remained a lifelong friend and contributor. 

     Her professional career focused on food and agriculture, as well as nutrition 

and health policies. She most recently was a communications and research 

consultant in the Washington offices of a multinational grain and agricultural 

commodities company. Prior to that, Stephanie was vice president for policy 

initiatives and advocacy for the American Dietetic Association (now the 

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics). Stephanie began work in Washington in 

the Office of the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. She also worked in the 

Washington office of Cargill, Inc., where she dealt with government relations 

issues for the company's diverse product lines and services. 

     Stephanie was a global food and agriculture consultant. With experience 

and achievements in government, corporate, and non-profit settings, her career 

focused on food and agriculture production and marketing, as well as nutrition, 

science, and health issues. She was involved in the design and substance of 
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long-term, global food security approaches, including economic, 

environmental, investment, trade, research, and development policies. 

     Her interests included travel, cooking, and playing The Who at loud 

volumes. Stephanie enjoyed taking cruises; from seeing glaciers in Alaska, to 

the tip of Argentina. She enjoyed trying new foods and cooking styles, and 

took a class at the Culinary Institute. Her passion was providing the means to 

make memories; to laugh hard, eat well, and sample as much wine as we all 

could. 

     She was preceded in death by her parents: daddy Ralph in 2012, and 

mother Charmaine in 1995, and an infant brother Duane. 

     A memorial was held at 3 p.m., June 24 at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 

5533 N 16th St., Arlington, VA. In lieu of flowers donations may be made to 

the Capital Care hospice, 950 N. Glebe Rd., Suite 500, Arlington, VA 

22203.A memorial will be held at 3 p.m., June 24 at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church, 5533 N 16th St., Arlington, VA. In lieu of flowers donations may be 

made to the Capital Care hospice, 950 N. Glebe Rd., Suite 500, Arlington, VA 

22203. 

     Our deepest sympathies to Stephanie's family and friends, of which she had 

many.  Once Steph was your friend, she was your friend for life.  Her name 

will be added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at BCUMC in 

2017 for the residents of the Lebanon Children’s Home.  Steph did get lonely 

for Indiana, and stayed a Hoosier girl at heart.  She enjoyed reading the 

BCUMC newsletter---a little piece of home to her.  Her daddy Ralph was a 

true gentleman, and her mother Charmaine a true lady.  The earth now has 

one less gentle lady, and Heaven has gained a beautiful soul.  We will miss 

you, Steph... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES 

Our deepest sympathies to the families of: 

James "Jim" D. Germain (brother of Bruce) 

Velma Lucille Taylor Thomas (Colburn resident) 

Michael J. O'Reilly (East Tipp HS grad 1964) 

Pastor Bonnie Marie Shoaf (former pastor BCUMC) 

Maryann McCormick Martin (ET HS grad 1964) 

Helen E. (Hickman) Cochran (nurse, mother) 

Patricia "Pat" Ann (Metzger) Olsen (ET grad 1965) 

Dorothy Marie Timberman Bush (BC/ET teacher) 

Ineta J. Antcliff (mother of Larry) 

These names will be added to the in-memory-of list with 

the socks collected at BCUMC in 2017 for the residents of 

the Lebanon Children’s Home. 
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JAMES HERBERT "JACK" PICKETT, 97 

WORLD WAR II VETERAN, UNCLE 

     James Herbert "Jack" Pickett, 97, of 

Greencastle, Indiana, passed away late 

Thursday Evening, June 8, 2017, at 

Mill Pond Health Campus.  James was 

born in Groveland on Tuesday, 

November 11, 1919, the first Veterans' 

Day.  He was the son of Chester and 

Elsie (Hinkle) Pickett, and was a 

graduate of Bainbridge High School. 

     Mr. Pickett proudly served in the 

United States Army during WWII. He 

was stationed in Africa, Italy and 

France. He worked at Handy's Dairy, 

before working at IBM for 29 years as 

a manager. He was a member of F & 

AM Masonic Lodge Temple #47, 

Eastern Star, Scottish Rite, and Murat 

Shrine. He was also a member of the 

First Christian Church Disciples of 

Christ. 

    Survivors include his wife of 76 years (at the time of his passing), Vivian 

M. Pickett; four nieces, Patricia "Patty" Miller, Bobbie Jo White, Sue Ford and 

Ann Wilhiem; and a nephew, Wally Steele. 

     He was preceded in death by his parents; a brother, Basil D. Pickett; and a 

sister Mildred Pickett. 

     Services were held 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 13, 2017, at Hopkins-Rector 

Funeral Home with Pastor Alan Small officiating. Entombment followed in 

Forest Hill Cemetery.  

 

VIVIAN MAXINE “BIANY” PICKETT, 97 

SECRETARY, VOLUNTEER, AUNT 

     Vivian Maxine "Biany" Pickett, age 97, of Greencastle, Indiana, passed 

away on Thursday, June 15, 2017, reuniting with her husband of 76 years, 

James H. "Jack" Pickett, whom preceded her in death on June 8, 2017. 

     Born on Friday, March 12, 1920 in Bainbridge, IN, the daughter of Geddes 

and Crystal (Edwards) Priest and a graduate of Bainbridge High School. 

     Vivian had worked at DePauw University and the ASCS Farm Office as a 

secretary for several years. She was a member of the First Christian Church 

Disciples of Christ; 75 year member of the Eastern Star, 

Bainbridge/Greencastle, having served as Worthy Matron and a past state 

district deputy of Indiana; and served as a volunteer with the Putnam County 

Hospital Guild. 
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     She is survived by her nieces, Patty Miller and Bobbie Jo White, and  

nephews, Wally Steele, Jim & Dan Miller. 

     She was preceded in death by her 

parents; husband; sister, Lois Steele; 

and an infant brother, Franklin Clay 

Priest. 

     Funeral services were held at 1:00 

PM on Monday, June 19, 2017 at the 

Hopkins-Rector Funeral Home. 

Entombment followed at the Pinelawn 

Mausoleum in Forest Hill Cemetery. 

 

     Our deepest sympathies to Jack and 

Vivian’s niece Pat Miller, nephews Jim 

& Dan, their family and friends. We 

feel like Jack went ahead of Vivian to 

prepare a place for her. Their names 

will be added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at BCUMC in 

2017 and delivered to the residents of the Lebanon Children’s Home.  A 

donation to the Gideons will be made by BCUMC in Jack & Vivian’s names.  

Their niece Pat used their story many times in her Children’s Sermons at 

BCUMC.  They will not be forgotten, as their story will live on in the minds of 

those who knew them, and the children who listened. 
 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivian and Jack, who shared a long and 

happy marriage, and sang to each other 

every day… 
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JAMES H. HOFFMAN JR., 21 

ARTIST, MUSICIAN, FILMAKER 

     James H. Hoffman Jr., 21, of 

Lafayette died Monday June 12, 

2017 in Hopkinsville, KY,  from 

injuries sustained in an 

automobile accident.  He was 

born on Friday, January 26, 1996 

in Lafayette, Indiana, to James H. 

and Kimberly J McCauley 

Hoffman of Lafayette.   

     James graduated from 

Lafayette Jefferson High School 

in 2014 and would have been a 

Senior at Indiana University this 

fall.  He had been working at      

Jimmy Johns in Bloomington 

where he had just been promoted 

to Supervisor.   

     James was a DJ and radio host for WJEF while attending Jefferson High 

School and WIUX at Indiana University.  He was a talented artist, musician 

and filmmaker.  Surviving with his parents is his sister Emily N. Hoffman of 

Bloomington, grandparents Diane and Ralph Achgill, Ray and Mary Kay 

McCauley of Indianapolis, Marge Depoy of Monticello, Dave and Marilyn 

Hoffman of Veedersburg.  Also surviving are uncles and aunts Gary and Tyna 

McCauley, Christy and Tom Mack, Amy McCauley, David and Mary 

Hoffman, Mike and Angela Hoffman, Julie and Jon McCoy, many cousins and 

his dog Missy.   

     Visitation was from 1:00 pm until the time of the service at 2:00 pm on 

Sunday, June 18 at Soller-Baker Lafayette Chapel, 400 Twyckenham Blvd., 

Lafayette, Indiana.  Pastor Justin Devlin-Schlesinger officiated. 

     Our deepest sympathies to James's family and friends, including his second 

cousin Pam (Church) Smith.  His name will be added to the in-memory-of list 

with the socks collected at BCUMC in 2017 and delivered to the residents of 

the Lebanon Children's Home.  A donation will be made in his name to the 

Gideons from BCUMC.   
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VELMA LUCILE TAYLOR THOMAS, 92 

COLBURN RESIDENT, WWII RIVETER 

     Velma Lucile Taylor Thomas, age 92, 

of Colburn, Indiana, passed away at 1:40 

p.m. Saturday, June 10, 2017 at Mulberry 

Health & Rehabilitation Center. 

     Born on Monday, December 1, 1924 in 

Curtin, West Virginia, she was the 

daughter of the late Johnathan A. Taylor 

and Mamie M. (Boyce) Taylor. Upon 

graduating from Richwood High School, 

she moved to Santa Monica, CA where she 

became a proud "Rosie the Riveter" for 

McDonald Douglas aircraft during WWII. 

     Velma married Howard Vernon 

Thomas in Lafayette on Saturday, January 

26, 1946 and he preceded her in death on 

June 2, 1989. 

     She retired from Globe Valve in Delphi, 

Indiana, where she worked in assembly for 23 years. She was a member of 

Colburn United Methodist Church and Order of Easter Star (Worthy Matron). 

She loved gardening and baking. Every Christmas season, she baked and 

distributed hundreds of cookies and candies to neighbors and friends. 

     Surviving are her son: Keith I. Thomas (wife: Madeleine) of Carmel; a 

brother: Donald Taylor of Ronceverte, WV; a grandson: David M. Thomas 

(wife: Meghan); and two great-grandchildren: Maggie Rose Thomas and 

Harper Quinn Thomas. She was preceded in death by three sisters: Wilma 

Groves, Louraine Kempke, and Thelma Taylor. 

     A simple graveside service was held at Tippecanoe Memory Gardens on 

June 26th at 1:00 p.m. prior to interment. Hippensteel Funeral Home entrusted 

with care. 

The family wishes to thank the staff of Mulberry Health for their excellent 

care. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Velma's family and friends.  Her name will be 

added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at BCUMC in 2017 for 

the girls and boys of the Lebanon Children's Home.   
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QUOTES April 23, 2017 
+ “Some people say if a sin is small enough, or they tell a fib, it’s not a 

problem.  NO sin is small enough to be okay.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s 

sermon) 

+ “We have received so many gifts from You, and now we return a small 

portion…” -Pastor Dwight (offering) 

+ “We just pray a blessing on each person here today.” –Pastor Dwight 

(prayer) 

+ “There is SO MUCH good in here!” –Pastor Dwight (on the book of Acts) 

+ “There are spiritual and relational chains.  Have you experienced the 

breaking of chains?  If you have a chain, Jesus is a chain breaker!” –Pastor 

Dwight (message) 

+ “God loves a cheerful giver, not a grudgingly one.” –Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

QUOTES April 30, 2017 

+ “This church means a lot to me.  It’s an honor to be honored.  It’s a 

wonderful church---I grew up in it and I could tell you a lot of tales, but I 

won’t today!”    -Maralyn Turner (on being a 75 year member of BCUMC) 

+ “With a GPS you put in your destination and it tells you how to get there.  

Like a GPS, God knows exactly where you are.  Don’t try to hide!”  -Kay 

Miller (Children’s Sermon) 

+ “It would be nice to have one of these (GPS) in our house to give us 

directions in everyday life.  I do have something that tells me where to go nd 

what to do in my everyday life: it’s a (rainbow) Bible!”  -Kay Miller 

(Children’s sermon) 

+ “If we know Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, we have our GPS!”  -

Kay Miller (Children’s sermon) 

+ “Heavenly Father, we thank You for sending Your son to show us the way to 

live.  Thank You for Your Heavenly word which can be our spiritual GPS to 

guide us on the right path through life. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.” –Kay 

Miller (Children’s sermon prayer) 

+ “We give You thanks today for opportunities.  Let us be obedient to that.” –

Jim Davidson Jr. (prayer) 

+ “That to me is a WOW! Moment.  It’s like Jesus stunned each one of them.” 

–Jim Davidson Jr. (on scripture Luke 4:16-21) 

+ “The cure, the “doctor” we need to be seeking is God, and the cure He 

administers is Jesus.  The Lord sent Him to bring the good news to all.” –Jim 

Davidson Jr. (message) 

+ “When we choose to shine God’s light where darkness is, there’s light.”  –

Jim Davidson Jr. (message) 

+ “I want us to leave here concentrating on the good news, Amen?” –Jim 

Davidson Jr. (message) 
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TIME CAPSULE: Mrs. Boyce’s wooden spoon 
     Many years ago there lived in Buck Creek, Indiana, a lady named Eva 

Boyce.  Neighborhood children 

would call her respectfully Mrs. 

Boyce.  She loved to set on the 

porch of the corner house, and 

play Chinese Checkers, Muggins 

and Canasta with them.    

     She was born Eva Lamb on September 26, 1889 in Thomasboro, Illinois.  

On September 26, 1907, in Paxton, Illinois, she married Andrew L. Boyce.  At 

some point the couple moved to Buck 

Creek, Indiana.  (Andrew passed away in 

1941).   

     If you lived in Buck Creek, Indiana, 

attending the annual Buck Creek Fish 

Fry was a must.  Not only was there a lot 

of good fish (perch or cat fish), fries and 

slaw, but it was an easy way to support 

the newly created Buck Creek Volunteer 

Fire Department.  2017 marks the 71st 

year for the Fish Fry.  When Eva 

attended the Fish Fry back on Saturday, 

August 26, 1950, there was no plastic 

silverware.  Instead, diners were issued 

wooden spoons.  Today these would be 

known as “sporks”, a combination of a 

fork and a spoon.  Eva marked her 

wooden spoon that year, identifying it as: Buck Creek Fish Fry, August 26, 

1950.  From that year on, when she would attend the fish fry, she would take 

her spoon with her.  (She was 

a recycler ahead of her time.) 

     We learned about the 

wooden spoon from Mrs. 

Boyce’s grandson, Roger 

Boyce, who still has that 

spoon and provided us with 

pictures of it.  It measures 3 

inches by 3/4 inch.   

     Mrs. Boyce passed away on 

February 22, 1988, at the age 

of 98.  One of the past faces of Buck Creek, Indiana is gone, but we don’t want 

her to be forgotten, along with her wooden fish fry spoon… 

 



 12 

PERSONNEL LIST FOR 2017 

Pastor: Dwight Monical 

Church Council Chair: Jane Arnold 

Church Secretary: Carol Shepard 

Church Council Recording Secretary: Pat Sense 

Lay Leader: Clayton Temple 

Annual Conference Member: Ralph Rohrer 

Res. Member Conference: Jim Davidson Jr. 

Staff Parish Relations Chair: Billie Burkhalter 

Christian Education Super: Michele Roach  

Church Treasurer: Fred Roach (new) 

Financial Secretary: Judy Skees 

1st Assistant Financial Secretary: Gini Tull 

2nd Assistant Financial Secretary:  Julie Sims (new) 

Finance Comm. Chair: TBA 

Membership Chair: Pat Sense 

Worship Chairs: Ken & Lydia Mueller 

Ladies Missionary Society Pres: Nancy Schnepp 

Hospitality:  Retta Whiteaker, Pat Sense, Jane Arnold 

Funeral Dinners: Jane Arnold 

Memorials: Maralyn Turner 

Flowers: Nancy Schnepp 

Newsletter Staff: Nancy Schnepp, Tim Schnepp  

Church Reservations/Outside Board: Anita Davidson 

Tables, Chairs, etc. (borrowing): see Anita Davidson 

Custodian: Mariann Arnold 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

2017: Jim Pattee, Fred Merkel, Bill Sharp 

2018: Julie Simms, Fred Roach, Brad May 

2019: Bill Miller, Jake Uerkwitz (Chair), John Metro 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

2017: Billie Burkhalter, Glenda Davidson, Bill Miller 

2018: Linda Habbinga, RettaWhiteaker (Chair), Makayla Metro 

2019: Jan Prosser, Peg Eckhart, Sandy Reaves 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

2017: Lillie Fisher, Faye Merkel, Sam Stratton 

2018: Trudy Germain, Ruth Davidson, Coley Sharp 

2019: Ralph Rohrer, Diane White, Bob Shepard 

MISSIONS: Jan Prosser 
COMMUNITY AWARENESS: Sayde Uerkwitz, asst: Mariann Arnold 

EVANGELISM: Anita Davidson 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: John & Willy Metro 

AUDITORS: Lillie Fisher, Mariann Arnold, Trudy Germain  

                       Peg Eckhart (advisor) 
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RECIPE CORNER 
     May Your unfailing love be my comfort, according to Your promise to Your 

servant.   -Psalm 119:76 

     In one of the hottest months of the year, why not enjoy making this 

chocolate chip cake in the microwave!  Keep your kitchen cool! 

 

MICROWAVE CHOCOLATE CHIP CAKE 

 2 sticks butter or margarine, softened 

 1 1/3 cups quick or old fashioned oats 

 1/2 cup flour 

 1 cup packed brown sugar 

 2 eggs 

 1/2 cup chopped walnuts if desired 

 1 tsp. vanilla 

 1 12-oz. pkg. semi-sweet chocolate chips, divided 

 

     In large bowl, combine butter/margarine, oats, flour, brown sugar, eggs, 

walnuts and vanilla.   Beat 3 minutes or until light and fluffy. Stir in 1 cup 

chocolate chips.  Spread in 8-inch square clear micro-safe dish. Cover dish 

with waxed paper. 

     Microwave on HIGH 4 minutes. 

     Microwave on HIGH another 4-5 minutes longer or until top of cake 

appears dry and bottom of cake is an even color.  Don’t forget your hot pad! 

     Sprinkle remaining chocolate chips on top of warm cake. Let stand 10 

minutes, then spread chocolate evenly over cake. Cut into serving pieces. 

Enjoy! 
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A WEDDING!  
     Together with their parents, 

family and friends, Madisyn Sharon 

Heyn and Eric Alan Switzer 

celebrated their marriage  on 

Saturday May 6, 2017 at 3:00pm.   

The wedding took place at Buck 

Creek United Methodist Church with 

(Rev) Jim Davidson Jr. officiating 

the ceremony.  

     A reception immediately followed 

the wedding.  It took place at The 

VFW on Duncan Road in Lafayette, 

Indiana. 

     The Bride and Groom will 

celebrate their Honeymoon over the 

July 4th weekend, taking a trip to 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 

     Congratulations to this beautiful 

couple!  May God bless you with a long and happy marriage! 
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PICTURE OF THE MONTH 
     We couldn’t resist another picture from the Heyn-Switzer wedding!  A 

picture’s worth a thousand words! 

 

  

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVANTS, first service – August 2017 

USHERS > Pat Sense / Gini Tull / Diane White / Ken Mueller 
GREETERS > Audrey Chappell / Jim Davidson Sr. 
ACOLYTE  > Olen Shepard 
LITURGIST > Sam Stratton 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE > Pat Miller (13th, 20th, 27th) 
BELL RINGER > Gabe Temple 
COMMUNION STEWARDS >  Jim & Ruth Davidson 
FIREFIGHTER COOKIE TAKER > Sandy Reaves 
SCRIPTURE READERS > Pam Smith (6th); Ralph Rohrer (13th); 
                                           Coley Sharp (20th); Carol Shepard (27th) 
NURSERY WORKERS > See Michele Roach to volunteer 
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FIVE QUESTIONS! 
     This month we check in with the BCUMC musicians! 

COLEY SHARP 

1.  Tell us about your musical training? 

Piano lessons a couple years 

in grade school, then cello 

playing at Tecumseh Jr. High 

and Jefferson High. Since 

then, sang and played 

keyboard in “Buck Creek” 

group and once in a while, 

played Doug’s bass guitar. 

Lots of fun!!! Also, sang in 

church choir growing up, and 

sometimes in a trio there too, 

then at Buck Creek Church, 

and directed the choir there 

for about 18 years, and solos 

and duets with Ruth and Fritz 

and more. And have sung 

with Tippi Choral Club for 30 

years. Also, sang in a duet, then a trio for several years, with 1 or 2 friends, 

using tape accompaniment. 

2.  What musical instruments do you play? 

 Piano and cello. 

3.  Have you ever written any music or would you like to? 

Haven’t written any music, officially, but could at some point, maybe. 

4. What do you enjoy most about providing music for the first service?  

I absolutely LOVE playing cello on the hymns, and also LOVE picking out 

lots and lots of wonderful hymns for the offering and for communion Sunday 

too (on piano). There are many, many great songs to choose from! 

   And sometimes, after church is over, Teresa comes up to play a hymn or two 

on the piano, and I play cello, and Ralph plays violin, when he’s there. That is 

lots of fun! 

5.  What is your favorite song to play and on what instrument?  

On the piano, it has to be “Wonderful Grace of Jesus”, with some soft places 

and some very powerful places! On the cello, it could be “It Is Well” or 

another hymn with moving parts in the tenor line. Maybe “Oh, Sacred Head 

Now Wounded” on piano or cello. It’s hard to not name lots more songs. Can 

you tell I love them? 

 

 

 

 



 17 

RALPH ROHRER 

1.  Tell us about your musical training?   

I began taking private lessons 

on the violin in fourth grade 

and stopped when I entered 

high school.  My mom drove 

me to Columbus each week.  

Those lessons were mostly in 

classical violin.  I began 

playing again for my own 

enjoyment in college.  In 

graduate school and after, I 

dabbled in “old timey” and 

English country dance tunes 

but, since I preferred the 

dancing to playing, little of 

the playing really stuck.   

      I took some lessons on 

the bass fiddle in seventh 

grade and played that 

instrument in the junior high 

band (seventh and eighth grade).  I was positioned next to the drums so it 

really didn’t matter how well I played because no one could hear me.  

      People should understand that I am not going to be Joshua Bell and I am 

not going to be Charlie Daniels. 

2.   What musical instruments do you play?  

I have persisted with the violin.  When BCUMC first got its collection of 

handbells, I played in the group under Marilyn Turner’s direction.  I have 

stepped in a couple of times recently at North Vernon First UMC when the 

handbell group there needed extra hands. 

3.       Have you ever written any music or would you like to? 

I have not written any music.  That would be Mindy’s forte.  I have written 

lyrics (mostly parodies) for existing music.  The BCUMC newsletter editor 

may recall that her late father and I sang several of those songs for the 

congregation on occasion. 

4.   What do you enjoy most about providing music for the first service? 

I enjoy the opportunity to perform and to make a joyful (usually) noise to the 

Lord.  I think that I am improving my ability to sight read unfamiliar music 

and that is a good feeling.  (I have discovered that my computer glasses work 

also to improve my ability to see the tiny notes in the hymnal!)  Being one of 

the musicians gives me an excuse to sit in the front row where there is more 

leg room than in the rest of the pews.  A drawback to playing is that I enjoy 

singing hymns; however, it is rather tricky to sing while holding a wooden box 

against my throat.  I enjoy listening to the harmonies that Coley creates. 
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5.       What is your favorite song to play and on what instrument? 

There are many hymns I like and that I like to play – Trust and Obey, Sent 

Forth by God’s Blessing, Thine be the Glory, etc., etc., and so on.  The violin 

is a soprano instrument and the hymns that have interesting or jaunty or 

dramatic soprano lines are usually fun to play.  

 

PASTOR DWIGHT MONICAL 

1.  Tell us about your musical training? 

6 years of piano in 

elementary school and 

middle school.  Trumpet 

from 5th grade through 

High School.  3 years 

piano in jazz band in high 

school.  5 years 

progressive rock band.  6 

years piano at Butler.  4 

years mallet percussion at 

Butler.  4 years 

undergraduate degree in 

music theory and 

composition from Butler 

University.  2 years 

Master’s degree in music 

theory and composition 

from Butler University.  3 

years keyboards, brass, vocals, and arranger with Campus Crusade for Christ.  

2.  What musical instruments do you play? 

Keyboards, mallet percussion, drum set, brass.  A little guitar and woodwinds. 

I would love to learn cello and banjo. 

3.  Have you ever written any music or would you like to? 

Some classical music for my major at Butler.  Some older hymn lyrics to 

newer melodies and harmony.  A few Christian songs.  Hope to continue when 

time is available. 

4.  What do you enjoy most about providing music for the first service? 

I love playing with Coley and Ralph as they add so much to the music.  

5.  What is your favorite song to play and on what instrument? 

Depends on the day and my mood.  Grand Piano my favorite instrument. 

Favorite songs, “Victory in Jesus”, “Chain Breaker”, “Standing on the 

Promises”, “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”, “Praise You in the Storm”, 

“Flawless”, “This is Amazing Grace”, all Christmas Carols and Easter Hymns.  

I could go on and on! 
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COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH DEMOLISHED 
     It is with sadness that we report the Colburn Road Baptist church building 

at Old 25 State Road 25 North and  Colburn Road was demolished in June.  It 

was in such bad shape that the township considered it a liability. It had become 

a home to wildlife. We don’t have much history on the building.   In 1885 the 

property was transferred from James and Mary Ann Stranahan to Washington 

Township school corporation. (Townships used to have their own school 

corporations.)  There are no plans for the property. 
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QUOTES May 7, 2017 

+ “Welcome to Buck Creek United Methodist Church.  If you don’t know 

where you are, that’s where you are, that’s where you’re at!”  -Coley Sharp 

+ “What is your purpose?  We probably have more than one purpose, major 

and minor ones.”  –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “When God gives us a purpose, we don’t stop.”  –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “There are closed doors.  You try to figure it out.  God, what do You want 

me to do?  There’s one thing we’re called to do:  PRAY!  Sometimes the 

answer comes right away, sometimes we wait, but don’t give up: keep 

praying.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “If we know it’s His purpose, why would we stop?  Why does God give us 

closed doors?  He’s testing us: are you willing to do what I want you to do?  

He wants us to draw close to Him.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Be. God’s major purpose is for us to be in a major relationship with Him.”  

–Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “If you don’t know what your purpose is, the general purpose is to be a 

witness for God!” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Once someone knows I’m a pastor, they start looking at me.  Do I act or not 

act like Jesus?”  -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Witnessing to others is not always telling about Jesus, but letting them see 

someone with Jesus inside, and how they respond.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

QUOTES May 14, 2017 

+ “Why would I want a Bible in my purse?  So you can look up guidance and 

look things up, like a verse you can’t remember.  It’s important to have God’s 

Word in our purse and also in our lives!” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon)  

+ “Dear Lord, Thank You for our mothers and grandmothers, and our church 

grandmas and moms.  We know You are always prepared to help us and lead 

us on the right path.  Help us to listen to Your guidance.  Amen.  So Be It.”  –

Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon prayer) 

+ “If your mom is alive, I hope you will get to celebrate with her today.  If 

your mother has passed, she’s running through the fields of joy right now…”  -

Pastor Dwight 

+ “We have that hope of Heaven and we know it’s true.” –Pastor Dwight 

(prayer) 

+ “Biblical knowledge is important.  This book, even though it contains 

information, that’s not its purpose---it’s for transformation.” –Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+ “It’s not the person who knows the most, it’s the person that’s transformed 

that has a relationship with God.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “In the church there are mothers, grandmothers, sisters and daughters.  It 

doesn’t matter if you are a mother with a child or not.  You can be a mother to 

someone else.  Not that you can be, you should be.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 
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71st ANNUAL BUCK CREEK FISH FRY 

Saturday, August 26, 2017 
East Tipp Middle School baseball fields 

Serving from 4:30pm – 7:30pm 

Meal tickets $9 adults 

$4 Children 6-12 (age 5 & under free) 

RAFFLE TICKETS $1 or 6 for $5 
Cake and Donation Auction 

Silent Auction Tent 
BCUMC Ice Cream Booth 

Having fun since 1946! 
Benefits Wash. Twp. Fire Dept. 
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QUOTES May 21, 2017 

+ “John is the only one with 3 books, in case you didn’t know!”  -Pam Smith 

(giving hand motions w/Olen for New Testament books) 

+ “As we continue the book of Acts, may this not be just a pursuit of 

information, but let it be transformative.” –Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+ “The way I approach scripture is, the simplest explanation is probably the 

best.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “When Luke looked out at the people, he did not see classes or groups, he 

saw everybody as equal which is what the biblical message is.” –Pastor 

Dwight (message) 

+ “It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor, male or female, or educated.  What 

matters is YOU.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “The reason people are saved is God.  Are we necessary in the equation?  

We are not necessary for salvation, but we are important in it.  God says I’m 

the one who does this but I’ve chosen you to be a part of it, the act of 

salvation.” –Pastor Dwight (message)  

+ “We’re plan A!  God has chosen to use us imperfect though we are, to take 

his message to the world.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “God works much better through somebody who is prepared.” –Pastor 

Dwight (message) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
SHARE YOUR MEMORIES OF PASTOR BONNIE 

Pastor Bonnie Marie Shoaf recently passed away.  She was pastor at 

Buck Creek UMC from November 2001 through June 2003.  She made 

many memories with the folks at BCUMC during that time, and even 

after.  If you would like to share one of your memories of Pastor 

Bonnie in our September issue, please email your memory to: 

nancymae51@yahoo.com  or mail to: Nancy Schnepp, Box 146, Buck 

Creek, IN 47924.  Our deadline for the September issue is August 19, at 

noon.   

 

mailto:nancymae51@yahoo.com
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