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THE FASTING PROJECT 
     I would like to encourage everyone to consider participating as a church in 

a season of fasting and prayer.   Starting in February we will begin fasting 

together as a church on the first and third Thursday of each month for the rest 

of 2016.  One major emphasis in fasting is to draw closer to God in our 

spiritual lives.  However, throughout Scripture there were also times in which 

fasting was used as a way to seek God’s blessing in other areas (see Esther 

chapter 4).  

      As well as for our own spiritual growth, let us seek God through fasting 

and prayer in 2016 to use us to help grow our church at Buck Creek.  The 

Kingdom parables point to the truth that the gospel message is to reach out and 

through the Spirit of God extend His rule into the lives of those who are 

separate from God.  This growth is not for our glory but for the glory of God.  

My prayer is that God would bless us by our own spiritual growth, but also by 

giving us many opportunities to share the “good news” of Jesus Christ with 

those around us. 

     The following comes from http://www.gotquestions.org/fasting-

Christian.html with a few changes:  Scripture does not command Christians to 

fast. God does not require or demand it of Christians. At the same time, the 

Bible presents fasting as something that is good, profitable, and beneficial. 

The book of Acts records believers fasting before they made important 

decisions (Acts 13:2; 14:23). Fasting and prayer are often linked together 

(Luke 2:37; 5:33). Too often, the focus of fasting is on the lack of food. 

Instead, the purpose of fasting should be to take your eyes off the things of this 

world to focus completely on God. Fasting is a way to demonstrate to God, 

and to ourselves, that we are serious about our relationship with Him. Fasting 

helps us gain a new perspective and a renewed reliance upon God. 

      Although fasting in Scripture is almost always a fasting from food, there 

are other ways to fast. Anything given up temporarily in order to focus all our  
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BUCK CREEK UMC NEWSLETTER –FEBRUARY 2016 
 

THE STAFF. 

Tim Schnepp, editor, reporter  e-mail:  timothys81@yahoo.com 
Nancy Schnepp, primary reporter & photographer:  nancymae51@yahoo.com 

Other reporters this month: Kay Miller, Dwight Monical 

Carol Shepard, church secretary, duplicator 
Other pic providers:    Lydia Mueller, Kay Miller, Sayde Uerkwitz 

Thanks be to God forever. 
 

BCUMC on the web:  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
Feb. 7   > 

Feb. 14 > Anybody want to share their Valentine’s Day  bouquet? 

Feb. 21 > 

Feb. 28 > For Mary Strong’s 94th birthday 1/27 from BCUMC family 

 

WIDOWS CLUB MEETS ONCE A MONTH 
     The Widows Club meets the second Wednesday of each month, 9am at 

Cracker Barrel on State Road 26, Lafayette, Indiana.   

 

SIGN-UPS FOR 2016 
+ Flowers sign-up for 2016 is underway.  A sign-up sheet is at the church, or 

you can inform Carol Shepard or Nancy Schnepp when you would like to 

bring flowers in 2016, and what they are for.  Birthdays, anniversaries, 

memorials, special occasions... Thanks to everyone who provided flowers in 2015. 
+ Communion stewards for 2016: please reserve your month, by using the 

sign-up sheet at the church, or contact Mariann Arnold. 

+ Servants for 2016: please see Ken Mueller to get your name on the list for 

Servants for 2016.  If you’ve wanted to be an usher, greeter, acolyte, liturgist, 

give a Children’s Message, be a Scripture Reader,  let Ken  know you are 

interested!  He’ll be glad to put you in the pool of names. 

+ Nursery Help:  Please contact Lydia Mueller if you can help. 

+ Cookies for firefighters:  there is a sign-up sheet for providing cookies for 

the Buck Creek Volunteer firefighters monthly meetings in 2016.  (Usually the 

first Tuesday of the month.)  They appreciate the goodies! 

 

                                                               

 
 

mailto:timothys81@yahoo.com
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/
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THE FASTING PROJECT, continued from page 1… 

attention on God can be considered a fast (1 Corinthians 7:1-5). Fasting is not 

intended to punish the flesh, but to redirect attention to God. Fasting should 

not be considered a “dieting method” either. The purpose of a biblical fast is 

not to lose weight, but rather to gain deeper fellowship with God. Anyone can 

fast, but some may not be able to fast from food (diabetics, for example). 

Everyone can temporarily give up something in order to draw closer to God. 

     By taking our eyes off the things of this world, we can more successfully 

turn our attention to Christ. Fasting is not a way to get God to do what we 

want. Fasting changes us, not God. Fasting is not a way to appear more 

spiritual than others. Fasting is to be done in a spirit of humility and a joyful 

attitude. Matthew 6:16-18 declares, “When you fast, do not look somber as the 

hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell 

you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But  when you fast, put 

oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that 

you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who 

sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 

     As we seek God, He will bless us.  Let us rejoice and share with each other 

how God is changing us and using us to bring glory to Him throughout the rest 

of 2016 as we fast and pray together.  Through Christ who is our strength, 

                                                                                                    -Pastor Dwight 

THANK YOU 
+ Thank you for the prayers, hugs, thoughts, cards, and support you have 

given me through the illness and death of my sister-in-law, Vicki.  I am so 

blessed to have my church family.  With love,                       -Retta Whiteaker 

+ Thanks to the church Family for the birthday flowers for Dave’s birthday. 

                                                                                                             -Pat Sense 

+ The Sew & Sews would like to thank the Church for the purchase of kitchen 

articles to help us have funds for our projects                                -Sew & Sews 

+ Thanks to everyone who donated a box or boxes for Operation Christmas 

Child.  We filled 15 boxes this year!                                                   -Missions 

 

SOUPer BOWL & CHILI SUPPER: FEBRUARY 6 
      There will be a Souper Bowl meal 

on Saturday, February 6, at 4:30pm at 

the church.  Bring your favorite soup 

(or chili) to share.  Or come and try 

out all of our favorite recipes!  Drinks 

and tableware provided.  

     FREE WILL Offerings will go to 

SOUPer Bowl of Caring.   
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 2015: It’s a party 
     As the Sunday School Christmas program opened on December 13, our 

eyes viewed three stations.  The first, were children getting ready to wrap 

presents.  The second were children organizing Christmas ornaments, in 

preparation to decorate a small tree.  The third station was a large, open Bible.   

Poetry  is read by Gabe Temple, Tanner Buck and Zohie Arnold:   

 

Christmas is coming, we're planning a party. Come join us now, we don't want 

to be tardy. You can help us get ready, there's so much to do.  We want it just 

right, for Jesus and you. This party is special, because, you will see. It honors 

dear Jesus, a best friend to me. 

 

     Other readings are given by the other children.  Adult carolers (Jim & Anita 

Davidson, Don Prosser, Ruth Davidson, Jane Arnold, Retta Whiteaker) join 

the party, along with an angel (Lydia Mueller), Mary, Joseph and the baby 

Jesus (Sayde, Jake & Connor Uerkwitz).   The congregation participated as we 

sang Happy Birthday to baby Jesus.  Brunch and Santa awaited us after the 

program.   Other participants: Noah Temple, Jackie Arnold, Eliza Kent, Olen 

Shepard, Carol Shepard.  Sunday School Superintendent Pam Church 

organized the program and participated as well.  Thanks to Coley Sharp for 

providing piano accompaniment, and Robert Mueller for video and sound. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Noah Temple, 
Jackie Arnold and 

Eliza Kent .  Below:  
Eliza Kent giving her 

reading at the podium. 
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Left: Jake, Sayde & 
Connor Uerkwitz 

portray Joseph, Mary 
and baby Jesus.  Lydia 

Mueller was the angel. 

Middle:  The carolers: 
Jim & Anita 

Davidson, Don Kidd, 

Ruth Davidson, Jane 
Arnold, Retta 

Whiteaker, Noah 

Temple, Jackie 
Arnold, Eliza Kent. 

 

Shirley Johnston 

checks in with Santa. 

Tanner & 
Heather Dunk 

give Santa 

their wish list. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Fred & Michele Roach’s grandson  

Henry Roach goes eye to eye with Santa. 
Right:  Bill & Kay Miller’s  grandson 

Nathaniel Eisan is going eye to eye with the 

photographer: WHO IS THIS?! 

A special 

trombone duet 

made the 

Christmas Eve 

service very 

special.  Left to 

right are Daniel 

Seng and Tristin 

Pattee, 

grandchildren of 

Jim and Loretta 

Pattee.   
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ADVENT CANDLELIGHTERS 2015 
     Thanks to these 5 groups of folks who were honored to be this year’s 

candlelighters… 

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Uerkwitz family; Middle: 

Widows Club; Bottom: Sunday 

School classes and teachers. 
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Above: Women’s Bible Study group.  Below:  the Shepard 

family light the candles on Christmas Eve. 



 9 

FIVE QUESTIONS! 
     This month we check in on Jake, Sayde & Connor Uerkwitz, one of the 

newer families at BCUMC.    Let’s see what they have to say… 

 

JAKE  

1. How did you and Sayde meet? 

Sayde worked with my Mom at Tractor Supply and was looking for cattle to 

show her last year of 4-H.  We had two heifer calves that were available and 

when the cute girl showed up on the farm I decided she needed help! 

2. Tell us about your favorite part of farming. 

Being able to be outside and see all of the wildlife in the fields. 

3. What's your comfort food? 

Pretty big fan of French Fries. 

4. What's the most daring thing you've ever done? 

Sayde and I were horseback riding in Salamonie Forest and one of the trails 

super steep beside a waterfall.  We had to ride up the side and in between two 

trees.  My horse and I came close to going over the edge but made it to the top. 

5. What is your favorite thing about attending Buck Creek UMC? 

Hearing everyone talk about how we are a big family and then seeing them 

back up their words with actions.  It is a great feeling that everyone is there to 

help and pray for one another. 

 

SAYDE 

1. Where were you born and raised and attend school? 
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I was raised in the Lafayette area. My mother’s family is from Buck Creek and 

my father’s family is from the Romney area. We moved several times so I 

went to many schools. I graduated from North Montgomery High School in 

2007 and Purdue University in 2010. 

2. What's one of your favorite memories of your wedding day? 

When we met with our preacher, Dr. Reverend Clayton Kendall, he told us a 

joke. In all the weddings he has officiated, no one had ever kissed him. Jake 

and I decided to change that. When Reverend Kendall said “Kiss the Bride”, 

Jake and I each kissed him on the cheek, then kissed each other. 

3. Tell us about your job at Purdue. 

I am the College of Education Teacher Education Recruiter. I recruit 

prospective undergraduate students who want to be teachers. My main focus is 

on the students majoring in the six majors in the College of Education. I also 

focus on the 11 education majors housed in five other colleges across campus. 

I plan events, travel to college fairs, meet with students and families and 

strategize with faculty and staff on ways to increase our enrollment. 

4. When you count your blessings, what comes up on top? 

I am blessed in so many ways. I thank God for bringing Jake and Connor into 

my life. I also thank him for my love of agriculture. 

5. Tell us how you were led to attend BCUMC? 

Jake and I had been wanting to go to church for a while, we just had not found 

the right one yet. My best friend’s mother (Susan Linn) sent us a card when we 

were pregnant with Connor. She wrote that the best things her kids ever had 

was a church family. She encouraged us to find a church family. Her words 

lead us to giving BCUMC a try. I am so glad we did. We love attending 

BCUMC. 

CONNOR (with help from his parents) 

1. What is your favorite toy? 

My favorite toy is a stuffed tiger that rattles. We call him Carter. I also like to 

lay on my floor mat that has toys that hang above me. 

 

2. Do your parents have a nickname for you? 

Mommy calls me her sweet blue eyed boy and Daddy calls me big guy. 

 

3. Are you a morning person or a night owl? 

I am an afternoon person. My routine right now is to be in bed by 8:30 p.m. 

and be ready to go the next day by 9 a.m. I don’t nap for very long most days. 

 

4. What is your favorite thing to do? 

I love to have books read to me. I am starting to grab the pages. 

 

5. Will you have nicknames for your Grandparents? 

I have nicknames for some of my grandparents. Nana is Daddy’s mother. 

Grandma Bear is Mommy’s mother. Great Grandma Boo is Mommy’s 

Grandmother. 
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AACC FELLOWSHIP 
     The Americus Area Community Coalition (AACC) enjoyed an evening of 

food & fellowship at Roberts Americus Restaurant on Thursday, December 

17.  Over 50 people attended to hear updates about the proposed quarry. 

Nancy Baser and Audrey Chapell were greeters (left photo).   

     The appeal had been filed, the county responded; the rebuttal has been 

posted.  Now we wait... and wait... and wait!  To be continued…                 

                                                                                                          -Kay Miller 
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OBITS 

     As a church family, and members of the Buck Creek community, we strive 

to stay connected to one another.  As the bible says, “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn.” –Romans 12:15 

 

ROBERT “BOB” GRIFFIN, 78 

Remembering “The Christmas lights house” 

     Robert "Bob" Griffin, 78, of Lafayette, passed away 

on Wednesday, December 9, 2015 at IU Health Arnett. 

Born on Sunday, May 9, 1937 in Chicago, IL, he was 

the son of the late Robert and Anna (Jurscek) Griffin 

and graduated from Leo High School in Chicago. He 

served in the United States Navy from 1955-1959 and 

in the Navy Reserves from 1959 - 1963. He then 

moved to Lafayette in 1966.  His marriage was to 

Jacquelain Scowden on June 28, 1975 in Lafayette. 

She survives. 

     Bob began his career of service for the Chicago Police Department working 

there for five years, before transferring to the Lafayette Police Department 

where he worked for twenty years holding the position of Deputy Chief for the 

last nine of those years before retiring in 1986. He also worked at Payless 

Supermarkets as Security Enforcement for over thirty years. He was a member 

of St. Ann's Catholic Church, Fraternal Order of Police, American Legion Post 

#11, VFW Post 1154, and the Navy Club. He had a passion for Christmas 

decorations and was known for his elaborate holiday display.  Many now 

grown youngsters in the community will remember their parents driving them 

slowly by the display of statues of snowmen, Santas, Nativity, and Christmas 

lights, and even a moving train, accompanied by Christmas music.  Bob made 

some good memories for a lot of people with his Christmas collection.   

     Surviving with his wife, Jackie Griffin, are his three children, Kelly 

Studebaker (husband: Dave) of Flora, Mike Griffin (wife: Patricia) of 

Noblesville, and Kathy Robbins of Crawfordsville; sister, Mary Ellen Garrey 

of Daytona Beach Shores, FL; seven grandchildren and four great-

grandchildren. 

     Preceding him in death with his parents are his sister, Gerry Barger, and 

nephew, Jimmy Garrey. 

     Funeral service was held  at 2 pm, Friday, December 11, 2015 at Simplicity 

Funeral Care with visitation one hour prior. Rev. Fr. Dominic Young 

officiated. Burial followed in St. Boniface Catholic Cemetery where military 

honors were conducted. Memorial contributions may be made to Wounded 

Warriors or Honor Flight. 

     Our deepest sympathies to Bob’s family and friends.  His name will be 

added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at BCUMC and 

delivered to the Lebanon Children’s Home in 2016.   
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PHYLLIS ILENE LERCH, 85 

     Phyllis Ilene Lerch, 85, of rural 

Lafayette, passed away on Thursday, 

December 10, 2015, at her home.  

Phyllis was born on Independence Day, 

July 4, 1930, in Lafayette, a Friday, to 

Walter and Pearl Jordan Turner. On 

Tuesday, April 24, 1951, she married 

Russell J. Lerch Sr.; he preceded her in 

death on April 19, 1990. 

     She was a lifelong Tippecanoe 

County resident; Phyllis attended 

Monitor Schools. She was a farm wife 

and member of the Pyrmont Church of 

the Brethren and Order of the Eastern 

Star Hope Chapter #5.  Surviving 

Phyllis are two children, Sherri L. (Fred) Russell of Lafayette, and Russell J. 

(Ronda)  

Lerch Jr. of rural Lafayette; four grandchildren, Brandi J. Russell, Joshua P. 

(Jennifer), Riley R. Lerch (CJ Slate), and Reghan R. Lerch; and three great 

grandchildren, Madison B. Lumley,  Kaitlin R. Lumley, and Elijah P. Russell.  

Also, a special sister-in-law Maralyn Turner. 

     In addition to her husband, Phyllis is preceded in death by her parents, three 

sisters,  Maxine, Kathleen, and Mary; and five brothers, Jim, Paul, Basil, 

Loren, and Gerald. 

     Visitation was held on Saturday, December 12, 2015, at Genda Funeral 

Home Rossville Chapel from 2:00 p.m. to the start of the service at 3:00 p.m. 

Pastor Bill Davis officiated.  Burial followed in Pyrmont Cemetery. Memorials 

in Phyllis' name may be made to Camp Riley Bradford Woods  I.O.  

     Our sincerest sympathies to Phyllis’s family and friends, and to her sister-

in-law, BCUMC member Maralyn Turner. Phyllis was a quiet person, always 

there for her family.  She had a deep faith and hidden talents which were 

shared at her service, along with poems and prayers she had written. Phyllis 

also wrote songs and played guitar.  She will be missed so very much by all 

who knew her.  Phyllis’s name will be added to the in-memory-of list with the 

socks collected at BCUMC in 2016 and delivered to the Lebanon Children’s 

Home.  A donation to the Gideons will be made in her name from BCUMC. 
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VICKI J. HARNER, 66 

     Vicki J. Harner, 66, of Lafayette, Indiana, died 

Tuesday, December 29, 2015 at Indiana 

University Hospital in Indianapolis. She was born 

on Thursday,  December 29, 1949, in Lafayette to 

the late Ralph and Thelma Kirkpatrick Sines. 

Vicki graduated from Delphi High School and 

Indiana Wesleyan University. On Tuesday, 

November 3, 1998 she married Robert D. Harner 

in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee and he survives. 

     Vicki worked at A. E. Staley's south plant in 

Human Resources for 20 years. After retiring from Staley's she was a realtor 

for Century 21/Prudential Real Estate for 10 years and retired in 2015. She 

enjoyed her time with the Delphi Gals and was a proud supporter of the Delphi 

Historical Society. She loved nurturing and loving her children and 

grandchildren. She also enjoyed taking annual fishing trips to Minnesota with 

Rob and their family and friends. Surviving along with her husband are their 

children: R. Christopher Harner (Shelley) of Flowery Branch, GA, Brian D. 

Clawson (Trina) of West Lafayette, Robin D. French (Michael), Amber C. 

Everest (Scott), Scott B. Clawson (Jessica) all of Lafayette, grandchildren 

Kayla Everest, Alan Harner, Michael Harner, Ashley Vibbert, Jake Everest, 

Shelby Vibbert, Camden French, Ryanne Clawson, Celina Clawson, Carson 

French, Saige Clawson, and Easton Clawson. Also surviving is her sister 

Jolene Meade (Byron) of Naples, FL, and a brother Leton Sines (Sandy) of 

Kokomo. Vicki was preceded in death by a son Eric Allen Clawson and a 

granddaughter Reece Morgan Clawson.  

     Visitation was at 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM Monday, January 4, at Soller-Baker 

Lafayette Chapel, 400 Twyckenham Blvd. Service was at 3:00 PM Monday at 

Soller-Baker Lafayette Chapel, with Rev. Dwight Monical officiating. 

Interment at Dayton Cemetery. In lieu of flowers memorials to American 

Heart Association in Vicki's memory. 

     Our sincerest and deepest sympathies to Vicki’s family and friends, and to 

her sister-in-law, BCUMC member Retta Whiteaker.  God put so much s 

rength, compassion, love and courage in Vicki.  Vicki was a beautiful person, 

inside and out, and will be missed tremendously by all who knew and loved  

her.  Her name will grace the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at 

BCUMC in 2016 and delivered to the Lebanon Children’s Home.  A donation 

to the Gideons will be made in Vicki’s name from BCUMC. 
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DANIEL DALE BURKHALTER, 93 

     Daniel Dale Burkhalter, 93, 

formerly of Buck Creek, IN, passed 

away on Saturday, January 2, 2016, at 

St. Elizabeth Healthcare in Delphi. He 

was born on Sunday, November 13, 

1921, in Americus, Indiana, to Lloyd 

and Vallie Lewis Burkhalter.  On 

November 29, 1944, he married Doris 

Lucille Eller; she passed away on 

February 19, 1997.  On December 8, 

1998, he then married Cecilia Jane 

Grenat Downham; she survives. 

     Dale graduated from Rossville High 

School in 1939.  Throughout his life, he 

lived in Sawyer, KS, Alpine, AZ, 

Modesto, CA, and Buffalo Prairie, IL, 

before settling in Buck Creek in 1998.  

Dale was a life member and past 

president of Tucson Rod and Gun Club, 

member of the Pyrmont Brethren 

Church, and charter member of the 

Alpine, AZ, Fire Department.  In 1947, 

he sponsored a boy, Tony VanLeiden, 

from Alemo, Holland, to become an 

American Citizen. 

     In addition to his wife, Dale is survived by two sons, Randy (Donna) 

Burkhalter of Globe, AZ, and Larry Burkhalter of Des Moines, WA; one 

daughter, Jill (Howard) Payne of Apache Junction, AZ; three step-sons, Brian 

Downham (Kathy Peterson) of Flora, Brett (Cindy) Downham of West 

Lafayette, and Eric Downham of Lafayette; one brother, George (Billie) 

Burkhalter of Buck Creek; one sister, Wilma Jean (Russ) Hazlett of Frankfort; 

several grandchildren, several great grandchildren, and three great, great 

grandchildren.  In addition to his wife, Dale is preceded in death by his 

parents; five sisters, three brothers, one step-son, Jeffery Downham; and one 

grandson, Ryan Daniel Burkhalter. 

     Visitation was at Genda Funeral Home Rossville Chapel from 3:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016, to the start of the funeral service at 6:00 p.m.  

Pastor Dan Gottschalk officiated.  Dale was buried in Pleasantview Cemetery 

in Sawyer, Kansas.   

     Our deepest sympathies to Dale’s brother George, his family and friends. 

His name will be added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at 

BCUMC in 2016 and delivered to the Lebanon Children’ Home.  A donation 

to the Gideons will be made in his name from BCUMC. 
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TIME CAPSULE: THE ANTLER 
     The Buck Creek School commerce department published a school paper 

"The Antler" every six weeks of the school year.  The student staff in Spring 

1943 was:  Editor: Virginia Wolf, Asst. Ed: Verna Miller, Sec. Treas.: Lilah 

Stair, Dist. Agent: Gayland Misner, Adv. Mgr.: Charles Roberts, Sports: 

Barbara Ransdell, Jokes: Rosemary Collins (now Wilson), Cartoonist: Charles 

Schnepp. Reporters were: Russel Lohrman, Bill Loy, Juanita Martz, Barbara 

Ransdell, Romana Gould, and Wanda Schutz. 

     Below is an article from the February 25, 1943 Antler which still applies 

today:    

 

WHAT IS SCHOOL SPIRIT? 

     Just what do we understand by school spirit?  Could we say that the 

student, who has the highest grades in his subjects, has a real school spirit?  

Or is it the student who is the most popular with his fellow classmates--the so-

called good sport? 

     Most of us will agree that while as these things require school spirit, 

nevertheless each one of them, considered by itself would constitute school 

spirit. 

     He has school spirit who is courteous, pleasant, obliging, punctual, 

obedient to all school regulations, interested in all that pertains to the welfare 

and interest of the school, regular in attendance, and careful of school 

property and equipment.   

     Granted that a student possess these qualities, who of us would not agree 

that he possesses school spirit? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Buck Creek School building.  

Right: Front page of the February 25, 

1943 issue of  “The Antler”.  
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RECIPE CORNER 

Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.  

–Psalm 37:4 

     Why not make this unique chicken salad for a Valentine’s Day treat! 

 

CHERRY CHICKEN SALAD 

 3/4 cup Greek yogurt 

 1/2 cup mayonnaise 

 2 teaspoons honey 

 1/2 teaspoon salt (or grinding of sea salt) 

 1/4 teaspoon fresh ground black pepper 

 5 cups shredded cooked chicken (from a whole roasted chicken) 

 1/3 cup dried cherries 

 3 green onions, sliced (light and dark green parts only) 

 1 tablespoon dried parsley  

 1/2 cup toasted sliced almonds 

 1/2 tsp. poppy seeds 

 

     For dressing, combine yogurt, mayonnaise, honey, salt, pepper and poppy 

seeds.  In a large bowl add shredded chicken, cherries, green onions, parsley 

and almonds.   Pour dressing over top and toss until combined.  Chill until 

ready to serve or eat immediately. 

    Serve with crackers, or enjoy on your favorite bread. 
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NEVER TOO YOUNG TO SERVE… 
     It just goes to show,  you’re never too young to serve the Lord. Left: Alicia 

Kent’s daughter  Eliza, and Amanda Shepard’s son Olen served as ushers for 

the offering time on January 3.   Right: In December Abigail Seng, Tristin & 

Bailey Pattee (granddaughters of Jim & Loretta Pattee) served as ushers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVANTS, first service –February 2016 
 

 

USHERS >  Lydia Mueller / Bev Poore / Gini Tull / Ken Mueller 
GREETERS > Audrey Chappell / Pat Sense 
ACOLYTE >   Tanner Dunk 
LITURGIST > Ruth Davidson 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE > Pam Smith 
BELL RINGER > Olen Shepard 
COMMUNION STEWARD > Retta Whiteaker 
FIREFIGHTER COOKIES > Mariann Arnold & kids  (first Tues. night) 
SCRIPTURE READERS > Ralph Rohrer (7th); Coley Sharp (14th); 
                                            Carol Shepard (21st); Sam Stratton (28th) 
NURSERY WORKERS > Michele Roach (7th); Kay Miller (14th);  
                             Pam Smith (21st); Anita Davidson (28th) 
            More volunteers are needed for our servants list for 2016.  Please 

see Ken Mueller. If you’d like to volunteer for Nursery see Lydia Mueller.  To 

be a Communion steward or do Firefighter cookies, please sign-up at church. 
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QUOTES August 9, 2015 

 
+ “We have a free ticket waiting for us to have everlasting life.  It’s a free 

ticket to Heaven, to God.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon) 

+ “God has a plan for us---to spend the rest of our lives with Him---even after 

we’re gone from this earth.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon) 

+ “If we don’t know what’s in here (Bible), we don’t know what He (God) 

wants us to do.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon) 

+ “There are stories in here (Bible) you can’t read yet, but someone else 

(mother, father, grandparents…) can read to you.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s 

Sermon) 

+ “Dear Lord, Thank You for the ticket to everlasting life.  Help us learn Your 

teachings in the Bible.  Thank You for our parents and all who help us know 

you better.  Help us to make wise choices to follow You each day.  Amen.” –

Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon prayer) 

+ “We have presented our requests to You.  There are many more on our 

hearts.  You know what they are.  We thank You that we can pray---we don’t 

want to just talk—we want to hear from You.  Let us not go from here without 

hearing Your voice---we want to hear You.” –Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+ “What an awesome responsibility---the blessings we have from You, to 

know we can come before Your throne at any time.  Teach us to be faithful as 

we pray and not to give up.” –Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+ “Faced with situations that are overwhelming, how many times do you stop 

immediately and pray?  My answer is: not enough.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “How do we respond to the situation in the moment?  Prayers, praising God, 

worship…” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “God wants for us a church known not as just a church of prayer, but a 

church of prayer where God answers.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “We need encouragement to pray.  We realize and see how effective it is.  

We pray for boldness, for opportunity, for our church to be known as a church 

that connects with You…” –Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

 

QUOTES August 16, 2015 

 
+ “It’s just amazing what they don’t have.” –Jan Prosser (on children in Haiti) 

+ “Every time you help somebody you are Jesus’s hands and feet in the 

world.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s sermon) 

+ “Each one of you---anytime you help or donate you’re a missionary.” –Ruth 

Davidson (Children’s Sermon) 

+ “Dear Heavenly Father, Help me to follow Your teachings, to help others so 

they can get to know You.  Thank You for Jesus and for all He taught us 
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through the Bible.  Give us a heart to help others.  In the name of Jesus, 

Amen.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon prayer) 

+ “Father we thank You for all the opportunities we have to share what’s on 

our hearts.” –Pastor Dwight (prayer for joys & concerns) 

+ “We’re reminded by the scriptures how generous You are and how generous 

we should be.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “The early church was trying to follow God in the best way they could in 

that cultural time.  In 2015 at BCUMC where is He calling us to be?  What is 

He calling us to do?  This is a church of missions & prayer.  He has asked us 

to do a lot of things.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “We’re called a family---when one hurts, we all hurt.” –Pastor Dwight (on 

church family) 

+ “Head on in the direction God wants you to go in as an individual.” –Pastor 

Dwight (message) 

+ “We’re not all to be the same but unified of one heart and mind based on our 

relationship to Jesus.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

 

QUOTES August 23, 2015 

 
+ “We have dirt that needs removed, and God does that.  All we have to do is 

confess.” –Pastor Dwight 

+ “What does Jesus teach us?  To forgive.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s 

Sermon) 

+ “Dear Lord, help us forgive others when our feelings are hurt, and help us 

say we’re sorry when we hurt others.  Thank You for Jesus and his teachings.  

Amen.” –Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon prayer) 

+ “God owns everything.  What God needs is our hearts.  When we express 

that through giving, God is pleased.” –Pastor Dwight  

+ “You are the eternal one.  We place our lives once again in Your hands.  We 

think about what Jesus said: to take upon us His yoke and place our problems 

at the foot of the cross.  To confess our sins and be forgiven.  Fill us with Your 

Holy Spirit and teach us more how about Who You are and Your plans for us.” 

–Pastor Dwight (prayer)  

“God takes sin seriously.  He wants us to know: sin is serious.” –Pastor 

Dwight (message) 

+ “The holiness of God is such an important part of what God teaches.” –

Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “God is chipping away from us every thing that doesn’t look like Jesus.” –

Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “God knows everything.  Can you pull the wool over God’s eyes?  No!  he 

sees it all, every single thing that we do.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 
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PERSONNEL LIST FOR 2016  (UPDATED) 

Pastor: Dwight Monical 

Church Council Chair: Jane Arnold 

Church Secretary: Carol Shepard 

Church Council Recording Secretary: Pat Sense 

Lay Leader: Clayton Temple 

Annual Conference Member: Ralph Rohrer 

Res. Member Conference: Jim Davidson Jr. 

Staff Parish Relations Chair: TBD 

Christian Education Super: Michele Roach (new) 

Church Treasurer: Sam Stratton 

Financial Secretary: Judy Skees 

Asst. Financial Secretary: Gini Tull 

Finance Comm. Chair: Fred Roach 

Membership Chair: Pat Sense 

Worship Chairs: Ken & Lydia Mueller 

Communion Steward Chair: Mariann Arnold 

Ladies Missionary Society Pres: Nancy Schnepp 

Hospitality:  Pat Sense, Trudy Germain, Michele Roach, Retta Whiteaker 

Funeral Dinners: Jane Arnold 

Memorials: Maralyn Turner 

Flowers: Nancy Schnepp 

Newsletter Staff: Tim Schnepp (editor) Nancy Schnepp (reporter) 

Church Reservations/Outside Board: Anita Davidson 

Custodian: Mariann Arnold 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

2016: Bill Miller, Retta Whiteaker, John Metro 

2017: Jim Pattee, Fred Merkel, Bill Sharp 

2018: Donna Payne, Julie Simms, Fred Roach, Brad May 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

2016: Jan Prosser, Suzann Brouwer, Haleigh Taylor 

2017: Billie Burkhalter, Glenda Davidson, Bob Shepard 

2018: Linda Habbinga, RettaWhiteaker, Bill Miller 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

2016: Rita Darnell, Malcolm Miller, Mary Ann Pattee 

2017: Lillie Fisher, Faye Merkel, Elaine Latia 

2018: Trudy Germain, Ruth Davidson, Coley Sharp 

MISSIONS: Jan Prosser 
COMMUNITY AWARENESS: Brooke Chinn 

EVANGELISM: Anita Davidson 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: John & Willy Metro 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: TBD 

AUDITORS: Lillie Fisher, Nancy Balser, Audrey Chappell 

PASTOR’S COMMUNICATION LIASON: Lydia Mueller 
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IN THE RED 
     On December 20, 2015, Pastor Dwight received a Christmas gift from the 

congregation.  Not just any Christmas gift, but something he’s been needing.  

Every year on Pentecost, Pastor Dwight has always said he didn’t have a red 

shirt to wear.  Thanks to Pastor Parish member Michele Roach who pays 

attention to such details, she cleverly wrapped up a brand new red shirt for 

him!  The gift was presented by Fred Roach.  Pentecost is May 15, 2016.  

Mark your calendar, Pastor Dwight!  We want to see you in red! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE OF THE MONTH 

 
      

 

 

Thanks to Lydia 

Mueller for this 

beautiful Silent 

Night photo from the 

Christmas Eve 

candlelight service… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: 

Pastor Dwight, 

Fred Roach, 

and Gini Tull 

are amused by 

the gift! 
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