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THE SEASONS OF LIFE 

 

The seasons of life 

Are common to man, 

As he walks day by day 

To live and to plan. 

 

The seasons of life 

Bring pleasures and pain 

While taking the sunshine 

Along with the rain. 

 

The seasons of life 

Allow us to sow 

The good from our lives 

That will help others grow. 

 

The seasons of life 

Allow us to harvest 

The things from life’s living 

That men call blessed. 

 

The life of a man                                            Remembering Rev. Kendall 

Has seasons to know                                                  1928 - 2016 

That share the warm sunshine,                                  (obit page 11) 

And the cold winter snow. 

 

The seasons of life, 

From birth to the grave, 

Give moments to treasure, 

And highways to pave. 

 

-Rev. Dr. R. Clayton Kendall 
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BUCK CREEK UMC NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2017 
 

THE STAFF. 

Tim Schnepp, co-editor, reporter  e-mail:  timothys81@yahoo.com 

Nancy Schnepp, co-editor, primary reporter  nancymae51@yahoo.com 

Other reporters this month: Lydia Mueller, Barb Knochel, Kay Miller 

Carol Shepard, church secretary, duplicator 

Picture providers: Lydia Mueller, N. Schnepp, Kay Miller, J. Liphard, 

                              Jim Davidson, Jr. 

Thanks be to God forever. 

BCUMC on the web:  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Feb. 5   > Sayde’s dad’s birthday, from the Uerkwitz family 

Feb. 12 > 

Feb. 19 > 
Feb. 26 > For Mary Strong's 95th birthday (2/27) From BCUMC 
 

AD COUNCIL MEETINGS 2017 
(Ad Council meets every other month, the second Monday at 6:30pm.) 

February 13 / April 10 / June 14 / August 14 / Oct. 9 / Dec. 11 

SPECIAL SUNDAYS 2017 
Jan. 15   > Human relations day 

March 26 > One great hour of sharing 

April 30 > Native American Ministries Sunday 

June 11  > Peace with Justice Sunday 

    Oct. 1   > World Communion Sunday 

Nov. 26  > UM Student Day 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 2017 
January 21 for February issue 

February 18 for March issue 

March 18 for April issue 

April 22 for May issue 

May 20 for June issue 

June 17 for July issue 

July 22 for August issue 

August 19 for September issue 

October 21 for November issue 

November 18 for December issue 

December 16 for January 2018 issue 

mailto:timothys81@yahoo.com
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/
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SIGN-UPS FOR 2017 
+ Flowers sign-up for 2017 is underway.  A sign-up sheet is at the church, or 

you can inform Carol Shepard or Nancy Schnepp when you would like to 

bring flowers in 2016, and what they are for.  Birthdays, anniversaries, 

memorials, special occasions... Thanks to all who did flowers in 2016! 

+ Communion stewards for 2017: please reserve your month. 

+ Servants for 2017: please see Ken Mueller to get your name on the list for 

Servants for 2017.  If you’ve wanted to be an usher, greeter, acolyte, liturgist, 

give a Children’s Message, be a Scripture Reader,  let Ken  know you are 

interested!  He’ll be glad to put you in the pool of names. 

+ Nursery Help:  Please contact Lydia Mueller if you can help. 

+ Cookies for firefighters:  there is a sign-up sheet for providing cookies for 

the Buck Creek Volunteer firefighters monthly meetings in 2017.  (Usually the 

first Tuesday of the month.)  They appreciate the goodies! 

+ Mowing Schedule: think about putting your name on the list for next year.  

It will help you get through the winter!  The grass will grow again! 

WIDOWS CLUB MEETS & EATS February 8 
     The Widows Club meets the second Wednesday of each month, 9am at 

Cracker Barrel on State Road 26, Lafayette, Indiana.   

WASHINGTON TWP ADVISORY BOARD NEWS 
     Denise Guy resigned from the Washington Township Advisory Board due 

to a pending move.  Effective December 1st Nate Hoffman was elected to 

fulfill Denise's term.  We appreciate Denise's service to the Township and look 

forward to working with Nate.                                              -Barbara Knochel 

NEW BABY! 
     Florence Mae Miller was born early Dec. 22 at Franciscan St Francis of 

Southport, IN. Even though she arrived early, she weighed 6 lbs. 12 oz. and 

was 19 3/4" long. Parents are Mark and Effie Miller. Older brother is Seth 

Somerville. Grandparents  are Bill & Kay Miller (left photo). Cousins are 

Nathaniel & Michael Eisan, Loren & Dawson Martin.  Congrats to all! 
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THANK YOU 
Dear Friends,  

     Thank you for your generosity, support and commitment to Indiana United 

Methodist Children’s Home.  On Saturday, December 10, 2016, the Home 

gratefully received your 635 pairs of socks for our children.   

     The donations provided by caring United Methodist churches like yours 

enable the Home to provide quality services and a caring environment to the 

children we serve---helping them to develop valuable life skills and to work 

toward building stronger families. 

     Your generosity is a tribute to the children we serve.  It sends the message 

that you care about them and the quality of their future.  We are grateful to 

have you as a partner in our mission to build better lives for youth. 

With grateful appreciation,  

                                -Richard A. Lapinski, MS Executive Director/CEO, LCH 

THANK YOU 
+Nancy Balser and Pat Sense representing the Sew & Sews would like to 

thank the group of ladies that organized and worked an auction and in turn 

donated the proceeds to the Sew & Sews.  We would also like to thank the  

Ladies Missionary from our Church for the donation they provided. We plan 

to use these funds to further our outreach to the church and the community.  

We are currently working on mittens and scarves to hang on the Tree and lap 

blankets for assisted living facilities.  If anyone has sewing needs that we 

might be able to provide, please make one of us aware,  -Pat Sense & Nancy 

Balser (for the Sew & Sews) 

THANK YOU 
     Thank you so much for the 50+ 

pounds of potatoes and potato products 

collected in December for the Food 

Pantry!   

THANK YOU 
+ We wish to thank everyone here at 

Buck Creek for your support and 

encouragement.  We are so thankful for 

each of you and your generosity to our family.                                                                    

–Pastor Dwight and Teresa 

THANK YOU 
+ Dear Buck Creek Family, 

Thank you so much for your prayers and thoughts while Clayton was ill.  

Remember me in  your prayers until I get used to being by myself.  

                                                                                                     –Leah Kendall 
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A SPECIAL CROSS 
     When the Ladies Missionary Society reps delivered the socks to the 

Lebanon Children’s Home on December 10, 2016, they were each presented a 

special cross necklace from Nick Weyer, Spiritual Life Leader at the Home.  

One was also sent for our pastor and his wife, and of course one for Diane 

White who couldn’t make the trip this year!   

     The crosses are handcrafted, and each 

part of the cross represents something 

significant.  A card with the necklaces 

reads:  The nails represent the nails that 

were driven into the hands and feet of 

Jesus on the cross.  The copper wire 

represents the blood he shed for us.  The 

circle reminds us of God’s love.  His 

love is like the circle, it is continuous  

and never ending.  The black cord 

represents our sin.  Remember, no one 

loves you like Jesus. 

     Here’s what the LMS reps say about 

the necklaces: 

     +I was touched, what a lovely gesture 

on their part. I especially liked the 

request that we pray for the Children's 

home every time we put the cross on. 

Which I have faithfully remembered to 

do thus far.              -Retta Whiteaker 

     +They are beautiful. I wear mine all 

the time. People ask where I got it. It's so 

exciting to tell them and the meaning.. Being a foster parent myself I love 

those children. I understand where they came from. They know they are loved. 

                                                                                                      -Nancy Balser 
     +First it was a pleasant surprise. I think the cross is awesome. I find myself 

touching it all the time. I pray for the children like Nick Coons asked us to 

when I touch it. The card that came with it is very informative. Love it.   

                                                                                               -Glenda Davidson 

     +Don't forget they said to pray whenever you touch the necklace. I have 

had several comments on mine.                                             -Billie Burkhalter 
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ADVENT CANDLELIGHTERS 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: Pam Smith with 
husband Neil, and son 

Austin.  Middle left: 

Mariann Arnold with 
children Jackie, Zohie, 

Joshua & Logan (reading).   

Middle right: Anita & Jim 
Davidson.  Bottom left:  

Twins Linda Habbinga and 

Glenda Davidson.  (Note: 
church was cancelled on 

December 18 due to the 

icy weather.) 
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OBITS 

     As a church family, and members of the Buck Creek community, we strive 

to stay connected to one another.  As the bible says, “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn.” –Romans 12:15    

 

HENRY EUGENE “HANK” WESTON, 58 
     Henry Eugene "Hank" Weston, 58, of 

Lafayette, Indiana, passed away on 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016.  He was born 

on Thursday, March 13, 1958 in Lafayette 

to the late Robert E. and Betty A. (Coy) 

Weston. 

     Hank graduated from Lafayette Jeff High 

School in the class of 1976. His first 

marriage was to Connie R. Moore; she 

preceded him in death on October 19, 1989.  

His second marriage was to Karen 

McMindes on May 1, 1997 in Lafayette; she 

survives.  

     Hank retired in 2004 from Purdue 

University where he was a grounds keeper.  

He enjoyed bowling at Star Lanes, 

NASCAR racing, fishing, and small engine work.  Hank never knew a stranger 

and loved playing with his grandkids.  

     Surviving are his wife, Karen Weston of Lafayette; his daughter, Megan 

(Shawn) Randall of Crawfordsville; his sister, Mary (Mike) Seyfried of 

Lafayette; and his step children, Brian (Nell) Phillips of Oregon, Melisa Burke 

of Lafayette, Joe (Alisha) Burke of Shadeland, and Monica (Norman) Rowe of 

Otterbein.  Also surviving are 1 grandchild, 7 step grandchildren, and 3 great 

grandchildren.  Clayton Temple is Hank's cousin, and our sincerest sympathies 

to him. 

     Hank was preceded in death by his brother, Robert E. Weston, Jr. and his 

son, Phillip Weston. 

     A Memorial Service was held on Sunday, December 11th at 4 p.m. at 

Fisher Funeral Chapel with Rev. Mark Ward-Bopp officiating. Burial will be 

in Spring Vale Cemetery at a later date. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Hank’s family and friends.  His name will be 

added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected in 2017 and delivered 

to the Lebanon Children’s Home this December.  A donation to the Gideons 

wll be made in Hank’s name from BCUMC. 
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CHERYL ANN (BROWN) LEONARD, 61 
     Cheryl Ann (Brown) 

Leonard, 61, of Frankfort, 

Indiana, passed away on 

Friday, December 23, 2016 

in her home surrounded by 

her family.  She was born 

on Friday, July 29, 1955 in 

Frankfort to Robert D. and 

Betty Jean (Wessell) 

Brown.  Her marriages 

were to Kenneth Lee Shaff, 

Sr. and Jim Leonard.  She 

attended Frankfort Schools 

and worked in maintenance 

service at Federal Mogul 

for 40 years retiring in 

2014.  Cheryl was a 

member of Harmony 

Baptist Church and 

enjoyed fishing, going to 

yard sales, NASCAR, golf 

carting, and loved her 

family and dogs. 

     Memorial donations may be made in Cheryl’s honor to the Clinton County 

Cancer Fund.  A funeral service was held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, December 27, 

2016 at Archer-Weston Funeral & Cremation Center in Frankfort. Pastor 

Wayne Martin officiated.  Burial followed in Bunnell Cemetery. 

     Survivors include her Companion:  Jim Ferguson of Frankfort;  Sons:  

Kenneth Lee Shaff, Jr. (Wife:  Beth) and Jeremy Shaff both of Frankfort;  

Daughter:  Lacy Lynn Stephens (Husband:  Jeff) of Frankfort;  Brothers:  

Kevin Brown (Wife:  Pam) and Randy Brown (Wife:  Mary) both of 

Frankfort;  Sisters:  Pam Moser (Husband:  David) of Lima, Ohio and Kim 

Jones of Frankfort; and 5 Grandchildren (Logan, Jackie, Zohie, Joshua, and 

Skyler).  She was preceded in death by her parents, and 2 brothers:  Robert 

Denver Brown and John Wayne Brown. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Cheryl’s son Kenny Shaff, her family and 

friends.  Her name will grace the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at 

BCUMC in 2017 and delivered to the residents of the Lebanon Children’s 

Home in December.  A donation will be made to the Gideons from BCUMC in 

Cheryl’s name. 
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JOHN ALAN McHENRY, 57 
     John Alan McHenry, 57, of 

Clay City, Indiana, passed away 

December 28, 2016, with his 

family by his side, at Union 

Hospital after a courageous battle 

with Cancer.  John was born on 

Sunday, January 4, 1959 in Clay 

County Hospital, the son of the 

late Warren McHenry Jr. and 

Phyllis (Schafer) and Joseph 

Villain. Warren passed away 

when John was an infant in an 

auto accident. Phyllis later 

remarried Joseph Villain and he 

raised John as his own.  

     John graduated from Clay 

City High School in 1977. He 

then received his Bachelor’s Degree in History Education from Indiana State 

University. John enlisted in the United States Air Force, where he eventually 

transferred to the Air Guard Unit in Terre Haute and retired with an Honorable 

Discharge after twenty three years of service in 2008. During his enlistment, 

John served his country in Turkey during Northern Watch. John also worked 

at the Paper Mill in Terre Haute, Indianapolis Cornerstone Controls, and for 

Pfizer, which is currently DuPont in Terre Haute.  

     John married the love of his life Sharon Sue Waite on September 19, 1981. 

He attended Union Chapel Church of the Nazarene in Clay City and was a 

member of White River Valley Antique Association. John enjoyed being in the 

woods, construction projects, history, and Alice Chalmers antique tractors. He 

had a love for writing and had written three books. His greatest joy was 

spending time with his family, especially the granddaughters. 

     John is preceded in death by his grandparents, Cleon & Evelyn Schafer and 

Warren & Nell McHenry.  He is survived by his loving wife of 35 years, 

Sharon McHenry; children, Ryan McHenry (Tracy), Megan Nogle (Scott) and 

their daughters, Olivia and Claire, Sean McHenry, and twin daughters, Molly 

and Melissa McHenry; parents, Phyllis & Joseph Villain; brother, Joe Villain 

(Kimberly); sister, Kristy Burger (Keith); as well as extended family and 

friends. 

     Services were held on Saturday, December 31, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. at Union 

Chapel Church, 5970 South State Road 59, Clay City, with Pastor Nick 

Highland officiating. Burial followed at Sink Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, 

donations may be made to the American Cancer Society, 5635 W. 96th Street, 

Suite 100, Indianapolis, IN 46278. 
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     Sincerest sympathies to John’s family and friends, and his cousin Michele 

Roach.  His name will grace the in-memory-of list with the socks collected in 

2017 for the children at the Lebanon Children’s Home.  A donation to the 

Gideons will be made in John’s name from BCUMC. 

 

THOMAS “TOM” LYNN MILLER, 72 
     Thomas "Tom" Lynn Miller passed 

away in Birmingham, Alabama January 1, 

2017, he was 72 years of age.  Tom was 

born in Lafayette, Indiana where he met his 

wife, Pamela (nee Miller), of 53 years. A 

1962 graduate of Jeff High School he 

graduated from Purdue University with a 

B.S. in Industrial Management.   

     He spent the last 35 years of his career 

with Motion Industries, Inc. of 

Birmingham, Alabama. While working in 

North Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 

California, and Illinois, he made many 

friends and served as an officer in several 

professional organizations. Tom was also a 

50 year member of the Indiana Masonic 

Lodge. After retiring in 2009, he found satisfaction in his Greystone Country 

Club Membership and the many friends he made through holding office and 

playing golf, his favorite hobby.  

     Tom is survived by his wife; his son, Troy J. of Clermont, FL; his daughter, 

Katherine C. Armstrong (Mrs. Ralph Armstrong) of Bettendorf, Iowa, and 

Carl L. of Chelsea, Alabama; his sister, Karen F. Albert of Tallahassee, 

Florida; and six grandchildren, upon whom he doted. He was preceded by his 

parents, Paul and Pauline Miller and his son, Jason, age 21.  

     In lieu of flowers, friends and family who wish to honor his memory may 

offer funds or services to the cause of their choosing. Visitation was at 

Southern Heritage Funeral Home, Phelam, Alabama on January 6, 2017 at 

4:00pm with a celebration of life service at 5:00pm. 

     Tom grew up in Buck Creek and was the son of Paul (Top) and Peen 

Miller.  He started school at Buck Creek prior to his parents moving south.  He 

returned to the area at the start of high school and was a star football and 

basketball for Lafayette Jeff. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Tom’s family and friends.  His name will be 

added to the in-memory-of list with the socks given to the Lebanon Children’s 

Home by BCUMC in 2017. 
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REV. DR. R. CLAYTON KENDALL, 88 

FORMER BCUMC PASTOR 
     Rev. Dr. R. Clayton Kendall, 88, of Linden, IN died at Franciscan St. 

Elizabeth Hospital in Crawfordsville, Indiana, at 2:07 AM Thursday, 

December 29, 2016 where he had been a patient since Monday. He had been 

ill since October, 2016. Rev. Kendall was born in Mitchell, IN on Saturday, 

December 1, 1928, the son of the late Rollie C. and Nora Hamilton Kendall. 

He married Leah Jane Chastain at Mitchell, IN on Sunday, July 3, 1949 and 

they enjoyed 67 years of marriage.  She survives.   

     Rev. Kendall was a 1947 graduate of Mitchell, IN High School.  He served 

in the United States Air Force (1950-1955) and was stationed in North Africa 

and on the Island of Crete.  He was a veteran of the Korean War. After leaving 

the Air Force, he received his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees from Ball 

State. Dr. Kendall did his undergraduate work in divinity at the Christian 

Theological Seminary.  He received his PhD in Religion in 1978 from Toledo 

Theological Seminary.  

     He was a pastor and educator, serving 18 years (1977-1995) as pastor of 

Buck Creek United Methodist Church. The BCUMC Men's Club thrived under 

his direction.   He was the founding pastor of St. Paul Community Church in 

Linden, Indiana, where he was still serving after 22 years. As an educator, he 

taught from 1972 until retiring in 1994 for the Tippecanoe County School 

Corporation, serving as principal at Mintonye Elementary School and teaching 

6th grade at Mayflower Mill and Southwestern schools.  Using one of his 

many talents, Rev. Kendall wrote numerous books of poetry (see front page).  

He was also the on-call pastor for funerals in Lafayette and surrounding areas.  

     Surviving is his wife Leah; a son, Mark A. Kendall, (wife Peggy) of 

Lafayette, IN; a daughter, Judith "Judi" A. Stull (husband David) of Kokomo, 

IN and a brother Carol Kendall of Mitchell, IN. Also surviving are five 

grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.  

     He was preceded in death by two brothers, Donnie and Kenneth Kendall.  

     Friends called from 10:00 AM until the service at 1:00 PM on Saturday, 

Dec. 31 in the Hahn-Groeber Funeral Home, Linden, IN, Pastors Steve Padgett 

and Mary Hollis officiating. The interment with American Legion Post 11 

military rites  followed at Linden Cemetery. If friends desire. Memorials may 

be made to St. Paul Community Church.  

     Our sincerest and deepest sympathies to Rev. Kendall's wife Leah, his 

family and friends, and to his congregation.  Even in his illness, he did not 

doubt where he was going.  He wrote up to the end, requesting a laptop at the 

hospital.  A donation will be given in his name to the Gideons from BCUMC.  

His name will be added to the in-memory-of list with the socks donated to the 

Lebanon Children's Home in 2017 from BCUMC.   
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REMEMBERING REV. KENDALL 
     +We have wonderful memories of Rev. Kendall, he was so good to our 

Terry during his illness, and to all of us. One day after church he ask everyone 

to go to Terry's house so we could sing and pray for Terry in bed. There were 

55 people in that small bedroom---what a wonderful day that was. He loved to 

sing. One day after church we asked if he would sing "Because He Lives" 

someday for us and he said "I'll do it right now." He wrote beautiful poetry 

that touched  everyone.  He was full of humor we stopped by his yard one day 

he was out mowing (with walking mower) and had a hat on that had blonde 

hair sticking out of the top. We didn't think it was him, but it sure was. He told 

us he would go to McDonalds just to visit with people that were hurting, 

lonely, and needed someone to talk to, but not in a church where they were not 

comfortable. He didn't know them but that didn't make any difference to him. 

He did a lot of good for hundreds of people, we will never know about.  Sweet 

memories from   -Fred & Faye Merkel 

     +One memory standing out, and came to mind right away, was a sermon 

where he received compliments on his work, and proverbially gathered as 

flowers. When he had reached a bouquet's worth, he lifted them up and say, 

"These are for you, Lord." Powerful sermon, it will always be with me. Many 

more come to mind. In the name of Spring, this seems fitting. (remembered by 

Jim Miller, early 1980s) 

     +Rev. was loved by all, he  was truly a blessing to all who knew him. 

Heaven is blessed to have him now.  –Diane White 

     +I always remember that he would remind us that his birthday was 

December 1 and him sing "Oh, Lord it's hard to be humble" -Gini Tull 

     +Reverend Kendall performed the marriage ceremony for my ex-husband 

and I. Around May 6th nearly every year, he liked to point out the weather 

conditions from our wedding day in 1989 - SNOW and cold! Oh - did I  

mention that we were married outside!?! He was a wonderful man with a good 

sense of humor.  -Pam Smith 

     +He was a man of his word . A very good listener .  He brought me through 

a lot of things . We all loved him and Leah. He had a way of telling you things 

but never criticized you.  Always a smile for you.  He will never be forgotten. 

-Nancy Balser 
     +Rev. Kendall had a passion for reaching out to others, to share God's love 

and bring souls to Christ. He was kind, and especially reached out to the 

unchurched. He said his wish was to never retire, but to preach until he died. 

Much loved and blessed by God!   -Coley and Bill Sharp 

     +I have so many wonderful Memories of Rev. Kendall. The best and funny 

one would have to be when he performed Mark & Tammy's Wedding. At the 

end of the service he asked them if he could do something  they hesitated a 

few minutes then said yes. So he took the flower girls basket and started 

throwing the flower petals and then he said I always wanted to be a flower girl.  

-Linda Austin 
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     +Here is one not BCUMC related:  Bill's family was not affiliated directly 

with a church except thru Mary Hollis. When members of the Trapp family 

had a funeral, Rev. Kendall officiated. We would come away from the intense 

sermon, "You may think everyone that dies goes to heaven. Well, I am here to 

tell you that isn't true." One funeral was blessed with his poetry, but they were 

usually an  intense sermon. -Bill & Kay Miller 

     +When Anita and I 

were married I'll never 

forget that near the end of 

the ceremony, after he had 

given me permission to 

kiss my bride (and I did), 

he then announced that in 

this day of equal 

opportunity that she could 

kiss her groom (then she 

did).  His quick wit was a 

gift from God and his love 

of the Lord shared with 

others was his gift in 

return.  Abundant 

Blessings,-  Jim 

Davidson Jr. 

     +I've known rev 

Kendall many years and 

have many stories that I 

could say but I think the 

one that is most prevalent 

is when I became a clown 

in 1992 and he gave me 

his jacket to start my clowning.   Lolli was thrilled with her new outfit he gave 

her and striped pants.  He was very encouraging and made me laugh.  I would 

go with Rev. Kendall to a little restaurant at Marjean Village on Earl Avenue.  

I watched him witness to many people (he'd like to catch them off guard) and 

he'd just laugh.  He was a part time preacher yet he was always there to take 

care of his sheep.  He really loved his job and shared the love of the Lord with 

so many people.  He truly had a harvest of souls, a  true soul winner.  I will 

miss rev Kendall but I have many memories in my heart to reflect upon.  The 

Lord laid it on my heart to go visit Rev. Kendall in November at his church in 

Linden.  We had such a nice visit and I'm so grateful to the Lord for nudging  

me to go see him.  Rev. Kendall made a difference in my life and I'm honored 

to have known him.  Blessings and love to a great man.  -Linda LaMaster, 

Psalm 37:4 

 

 

Rev. Kendall performing the wedding 

ceremony for Anita & Jim Davidson 
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REACH YOUR HAND 

 

When the burdens you carry are heavy 

And you think you have come to the end 

Reach your hand to the hand of the Saviour 

And you’ll find He is still your friend. 

 

When doubt and despair crowd around you 

And you’ve come to the end of your rope, 

Reach your hand to the hand of the Saviour 

And He’ll fill you with courage and hope. 

 

When those all about you have left you 

And you feel so afraid that you groan, 

Reach your hand to the hand of the Saviour 

Who will claim you as one of His own. 

 

When the plans and the scheme you’ve hoped for 

Seem to vanish and fade in thin air, 

Reach your hand to the hand of the Saviour 

He can show you a way through despair. 

                                      -Rev. Dr. R. Clayton Kendall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES 

Our deepest sympathies to the families of: 

Robert Skinner 

Frank Nolan Arihood 

Their obituaries will be inside the March newsletter.  And 

their names will be added to the in-memory-of list with the 

socks collected at BCUMC in 2017 and delivered to the 

residents of the Lebanon Children’s Home… 
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PICTURING THE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Xmas Eve Children’s sermon by Pastor Dwight. Below: Glowing in 

the dark singing Silent Night.  Thanks to Lydia Mueller for the photos. 

SERVANTS, first service – February  2017 

USHERS > Lydia Mueller / Billie Burkhalter / Gini Tull / Ken Mueller 
GREETERS > Carolyn Coblentz / Jim Davidson Sr. 
ACOLYTE >  Olen Shepard 
LITURGIST > Sam Stratton 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE > Pat Miller (12th, 19th, 26th) 
BELL RINGER > Gabe Temple 
COMMUNION STEWARD > Lydia Mueller 
FIREFIGHTER COOKIES > Mariann Arnold 
SCRIPTURE READERS >  Pam Church (5th); Ralph Rohrer (12th); 
                                             Coley Sharp (19th); Carol Shepard (26th) 
                                                            
NURSERY WORKERS > If you wish to volunteer, contact Lydia Mueller 
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FIVE QUESTIONS!  

     This month we check in with Lena Jones, who will turn 100 years old on 

May 23, 2017.  Lena previously attended BCUMC with her daughter and son-

in-law before moving to California.  We asked Lena several questions, and 

here are her responses, bundled together.  One of our most enjoyable Five 

Questions ever!  Happy birthday in advance, Lena! 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF LENA JONES: TURNING 100, MAY 23, 2017 

     I was born on May 23, 1917 in Kensington, Georgia.  When 5 moved to 

Chattanooga, TN.  After graduating from Chattanooga high, attended 

McKenzie Business College.  Jobs were scarce but I was hired at a Building 

Material and Ready Mix Concrete Co. working as a bookkeeper & General 

Office Manager.  I loved the 7 years spent working there. 

     During these years I met and married J. Paul Jones, a friend of my sister’s 

boyfriend.  We had 2 children, Sandra (Harrison) and son John R. Jones.  An 

office was set up in my home so I could continue working during my time off 

for delivering my first child. 

     As WW2 begun, Paul was drafted from his job to a TNT plant in Oak 

Ridge, TN, working on the atomic bomb project.  I remained in Chattanooga 

until housing was available.  

Yes, I have my ration coupons 

yet and the badges we all had 

to wear.  We were searched 

each time we left or returned 

from the area.  Experienced a 

shortage of sugar and meat and 

stood in long lines for  hours 

only to buy Spam.  After the 

war ended we moved to 

Frankfort, Indiana and I left my 

life as a city gal becoming a 

farmer’s wife.  Didn’t know 

much but was determined I 

could do it.   We then moved to 

Delphi to farm for Paul’s 

brother for 2 years then on to 

work at a Standard Oil Filling 

station which had a sandwich 

shop attached.  This wasn’t my 

thing even tho we were 

successful.  I was hired as a 

bookkeeper at a Farm implement store in Delphi and worked as a bookkeeper 

for a car dealership. 
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     Over most of my 100 years Paul took me out to dinner for my birthdays and 

always gave me a dozen red roses---also for each of our 75 years of marriage.  

After Paul died my birthdays over the past few years have been spent with my 

children, grandchildren and friends here in San Diego where I’ve lived for 10 

years. 

     Through all of these many changes my faith in God guided me thru the 

good and bad times.  This is still true as I face my final time here.  One of my 

favorite Bible verses is Psalm 19:14 and one of the songs I love is “God Will 

Take Care of You”. 

      One of my greatest blessings is my children and two grandchildren, Jon 

David and Jessica.  I grew up in a wonderful, loving family. 

     I’m so thankful for all of the wonderful friends at the Buck Creek United 

Methodist Church who have never failed to send me a card for my birthday.  

You are all so very special and I treasure our friendship we’ve had over many 

years.                                                                                               –Lena Jones 

 

    

QUOTES April 24, 2016 

+ “We may get off the path (just like baby chickens) but God will take care of 

us.” -Ruth Davidson (Children's sermon) 

+ “Dear Lord, thank You for teaching throughout the Bible.  Help me to be a 

good listener and learner.  Thank You for people who love me and care 

enough for me to help me to grow more like Jesus.” -Ruth Davidson 

(Children's sermon prayer) 

 

QUOTES May 8, 2016 

+ “Today is a very, VERY special day!” -Pam Smith (Children's sermon 

comment on Mother's day) 

+ “May the hearts of the inmates be in a receiving mode of knowing who Jesus 

is.” -Jim Davidson Jr. (on Kairos ministry) 

+ “As we celebrate Mother's Day, You know the words of wisdom and life for 

us to receive.  As You speak, please speak through me...” -Pastor Dwight 

(prayer) 

+ “One thing that happens with mothers, is they think they  have to be perfect, 

and you have to fix EVERYthing!” -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “The mind of a woman is amazing!” -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “When we take things to Jesus and we do it with the right heart condition, 

He does things for us we can't do for ourselves.” -Pastor Dwight (message) 
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PERSONNEL LIST FOR 2017 
Pastor: Dwight Monical 

Church Council Chair: Jane Arnold 

Church Secretary: Carol Shepard 

Church Council Recording Secretary: Pat Sense 

Lay Leader: Clayton Temple 

Annual Conference Member: Ralph Rohrer 

Res. Member Conference: Jim Davidson Jr. 

Staff Parish Relations Chair: Retta Whiteaker 

Christian Education Super: Michele Roach  

Church Treasurer: Fred Roach 

Financial Secretary: Judy Skees 

1st Assistant Financial Secretary: Gini Tull 

2nd Assistant Financial Secretary:  Julie Sims (new) 

Finance Comm. Chair: TBA 

Membership Chair: Pat Sense 

Worship Chairs: Ken & Lydia Mueller 

Ladies Missionary Society Pres: Nancy Schnepp 

Hospitality:  Retta Whiteaker, Pat Sense, Jane Arnold 

Funeral Dinners: Jane Arnold 

Memorials: Maralyn Turner 

Flowers: Nancy Schnepp 

Newsletter Staff: Nancy Schnepp, Tim Schnepp  

Church Reservations/Outside Board: Anita Davidson 

Tables, Chairs, etc. (borrowing): see Anita Davidson 

Custodian: Mariann Arnold 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

2017: Jim Pattee, Fred Merkel, Bill Sharp 

2018: Julie Simms, Fred Roach, Brad May 

2019: Bill Miller, Jake Uerkwitz (Chair), John Metro 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

2017: Billie Burkhalter, Glenda Davidson, Bill Miller 

2018: Linda Habbinga, RettaWhiteaker (Chair), Makayla Metro 

2019: Jan Prosser, Peg Eckhart, Sandy Reaves 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

2017: Lillie Fisher, Faye Merkel, Sam Stratton 

2018: Trudy Germain, Ruth Davidson, Coley Sharp 

2019: Ralph Rohrer, Diane White, Bob Shepard 

MISSIONS: Jan Prosser 
COMMUNITY AWARENESS: Sayde Uerkwitz, asst: Mariann Arnold 

EVANGELISM: Anita Davidson 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: John & Willy Metro 

AUDITORS: Lillie Fisher, Mariann Arnold, Trudy Germain  

                       Peg Eckhart (advisor) 
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QUOTES April 3, 2016 

+"God is glorified when we thank Him." -Pastor Dwight 

+"Thank You for what You do, what You are doing, and what You will do." -

Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+"Just a week  ago we were celebrating Easter Sunday.  The excitement may 

have lessened, but every day should be resurrection day, as we are reminded of 

the power You have over death." -Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+"He (God) breathed life into man.  He breathed life.  That's what the Holy 

Spirit is, it's life..." -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+"Jesus comes to each one of us, He comes to the door and knocks, waiting for 

us to answer.  He wants us to let Him in." -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+"Only God can forgive sin, we can't.  We can say you're forgiven to 

somebody for what they did, but only God can forgive sin." -Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+"As we eat and drink, once again, make it new.  We've lost track of how 

many tmes (we've taken communion) but each time it's new.  Fill us with Your 

Holy Spirit.  Come Holy Spirit fill Your children that we may be more like 

Jesus. Amen." -Pastor Dwight (communion prayer) 

QUOTES April 10, 2016 

+ “If we try to do things without the Holy Spirit, nothing happens.” -Pastor 

Dwight 

+ “For each one of us here this morning, pour out your Holy Spirit.  We can 

not lead the life You want us to without Your presence.” -Pastor Dwight 

(prayer) 

+ “Why did Thomas say "I won't believe", it's different than "I don't 

believe"...” Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “The written Word.  Thanks be to God that we have this.  Faith comes 

through hearing.  In order to believe we need to hear...” -Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+ “Do you have a favorite place to hide? A secret spot behind a chair, behind 

the bed or in the yard?  A lace you feel safe or just be by yourself?  God's love 

is like a huge blanket.  He takes care of us and keeps us safe.  When we can't 

run to our secret place, or find shelter, you can pray to God any time, any 

place.”  -Pat Miller (Children's sermon) 

+ “We wait expectantly and God doesn't always answer in our time, but He's 

always there.  Why is that?  It's for our own good.  There's something called 

patience.  Anybody ever struggled with that?” -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “I always like to ask questions when I read the Bible.” -Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+ “Faith is seeing what's not seen.” -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Here's Tomas, the story is recorded for us, written these things down so you 

may believe.  Who is he talking to?  Us!” -Pastor Dwight (message) 
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QUOTES April 17, 2016 

+ “We all need to remember the small crosses given us, to remind us of the big 

and heavy Cross Jesus had to suffer and how he laid down His life for us.” -

Pat Miller (Children's sermon) 

+ “The prison ministry (Kairos) is a big cross to bear and they  (Jim & Anita) 

have done it for a long time.” -Pat Miller (Children's sermon) 

+ “A kite is kind of like us, that we can fly free as long as we're attached to 

God.” -Pastor Dwight 

+ “Anyone suffering today, we lift them to You.  We also pray for Your Holy 

Spirit.  We are so thankful You have not left us by ourselves, trying to figure 

out what to do, how to do it, and when to do it...” -Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+ “There are things in here (Bible) that just aren't out in the open.  You have to 

do some hard work, kind of like looking for hidden treasure (like mining for 

garnets).” -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “As Christians, we're not called to be "lone ranger" Christians.  Jesus even 

sent people out two by two.”  -Pastor Dwight (message) 

 

WHO *WAS* THAT? 
     Spotted at the 2016 Buck Creek Fish Fry, our soon to be new Indiana 

Governor Eric Holcomb (right)!  We hope he liked the fish enough to make a 

repeat visit in 2017! 
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RECIPE CORNER 
Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. –Matthew 6:21 

 

     Find yourself without a candy thermometer, and ready to make some fudge 

for your Valentine?   Check out this recipe! 

 

ELECTRIC SKILLET PB FUDGE 
 

 2 cups sugar 

 3 Tablespoons butter 

 1 cup evaporated milk 

 1 cup mini marshmallows 

 1 ½ cups peanut butter 

 1 tsp. vanilla 

 

Combine the sugar, butter and evaporated milk in electric skillet set to 280 

degrees.  Bring mixture to a boil, and boil for 5 minutes stirring constantly.  

Turn off skillet. Add marshmallows, peanut butter and vanilla.  Stir until 

marshmallows and peanut butter are melted and blended.  Pour into glass pie 

dish or square dish.  Cool before cutting.  Store in fridge or cold back porch! 
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TIME CAPSULE 
     Jon Liphard’s father John G. Liphard was a real photographer, taking 

hundreds of pictures and then putting them in albums with dates & names.  Jon 

is in possession of several albums of these photos, and loaned one to us to scan 

through.  The Buck Creek Extension Homemakers Club is featured in the one 

on loan to us.  In the two photos we are sharing today, you can see the old 

church kitchen (1974) and the Fellowship Hall sign (1975).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BC Ext. Homemakers 

Club 1-16-74, 
meeting at the U.M. 

Fellowship Hall. 

Seated: Ada Woods, 
Lorah Stair, Margie 

Scheidy. Standing: 

Doris Fannng, Nola 
Stair, Esther Martz, 

Hazel Schutz, Sarah 

Jane Norris, Phyllis 
Miller, Evalyn 

Liphard (Jon’s 

mother), Carolyn 
Bonebraker, Althear 

Park.   

1-15-75 BC Homemakers Extension Club.  Setting:: Nola Stair, Phyllis Miller, Gerrie 

Lesley, Lorah Stair, Sarah Jane Norris.  Standing: Hazel Schutz, Doris Fanning, Althear 

Prks, Olive Rayburn, Mary Margret Taylor, Esther Martz, Pat Lesley, Sndra Cate, Ada 

Woods, Marlyn Davis, Carolyn Bonebrake. 
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