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BUCK CREEK UMC NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2018 
 

THE STAFF. 
Nancy Schnepp, editor, primary reporter  nancymae51@yahoo.com 

Other reporters this month:  

Carol Shepard, church secretary, duplicator 

Picture providers: N. Schnepp, K. Schnepp, P. Eckhart,  

                              R. Whiteaker, R. Schnepp 

Thanks be to God forever. 

BCUMC on the web:  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/ 
Front icon: that’s a snowy owl, some of which have been seen in 

Tippecanoe county this winter! 

Front page Valentine’s arrow:  from “The Antler”, February 1950.  

School newspaper of Buck Creek School, Art Director: Margie Masterson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY 
4    > In memory of Clarence & Ella Mae Eckhart  

          LaMaster’s 70th wedding anniversary 2/1/1948 

11  > 

18  > 

25 for Mary Strong’s 96th birthday (2/27) from BCUMC 

THANK YOU 
+ Thank you to Carroll J. Strain of Gainesville, FL for the generous donation 

for newsletter postage!   

+ Thank you to everyone who helped some Hershey families have a very 

merry Christmas!   The gift tag board was so well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/
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SIGN-UPS FOR 2018 
+ Flowers sign-up for 2018 is underway.  A sign-up sheet is at the church, or you 

can inform Carol Shepard or Nancy Schnepp when you would like to bring 

flowers in 2018, and what they are for.  Birthdays, anniversaries, memorials, 

special occasions...  

+ Communion stewards for 2018: please reserve your month, by using the sign-

up sheet at the church or contacting Glenda Davidson. 

+ Servants for 2018: please see Ken Mueller to get your name on the list for 

Servants for 2018. Many jobs are open to be usher, greeter, acolyte, liturgist, give 

a Children’s Message, be a Scripture Reader…  let Ken  know you are interested!    

+ Nursery Help:  Please contact Michele Roach if you can help. 

+ Cookies for firefighters:  there is a sign-up sheet for providing cookies for the 

Buck Creek Volunteer firefighters monthly meetings in 2018.  (Usually the first 

Tuesday evening of the month.)  They appreciate the goodies! 

+ Mowing Schedule: think about putting your name on the list for 2018.  It will 

help you get through the winter!  The grass will grow again! 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS! 
Want to serve your community?  If you’re 

interested in helping your community, we are 

looking for volunteers that would like to become 

first responders. We welcome everyone and will 

provide all necessary training. We especially need 

folks that are available to respond during normal 

business hours when many of our volunteers are 

unavailable. If you would like to know more, 

please stop by the fire station during our monthly 

business meeting (first Tuesday of each month at 

6:30pm). If you’re unable to attend the meeting 

contact us on Facebook. Thank you!    -Buck 

Creek Fire Department. 

WIDOWS CLUB MEETS & EATS FEBRUARY 14  
     The Widows Club meets the second Wednesday of each month, 9am at Cracker 

Barrel on State Road 26, Lafayette, Indiana.   Weather permitting!  

MUGS & MUFFINS MEET February 20 
     Mugs & Muffins will meet on Tuesday, February 20, at 9:30am in the church 

fellowship hall (basement).  All ladies welcome! 

THANK YOU 
+ We want to express our appreciation to the congregation for the heart felt 

Christmas gift.   It sure was fun having it delivered by Santa’s first elf on a 

shelf (retired). We definitely enjoy going out to eat and the restaurant gift 

cards will come in handy and the gas gift card will help us get there! It sure is 

great to be a part of such a loving family!                        Love,  Jim and Anita 
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OBITS 

     As a church family, and members of the Buck Creek community, we strive 

to stay connected to one another.  As the bible says, “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn.” –Romans 12:15    

 

MARYANNE CHEVALIER, 85 
     MaryAnne Chevalier was born in Duluth, Minnesota, to George and Mary 

(Jurek) Szymczak on Wednesday, March 30, 1932. She married Robert  (Bob) 

Chevalier on Saturday, September 30th, 

1950.   

     She spent her adult years traveling the 

world as an Army wife. Bob & 

MaryAnne settled in Colorado Springs in 

1968. She loved to travel and visited 

most states in the United States and 

Canada.  She was a homemaker, spent 

time volunteering, and completed her 

Licensed Practical Nursing Degree (LPN) 

while raising her children. She was past 

president of Ladies Auxiliary VFW Post 

4051 in Colorado Springs, Colorado. She 

loved camping with family and friends, 

playing Bingo, and especially enjoyed 

her trips to Alaska with Bob.  

     MaryAnne passed away on Friday, December 22, 2017, and was preceded 

in death by her parents, two brothers, Joe and Jerry and three sisters, Florence, 

Gertrude and Loretta.  MaryAnne is survived by her husband, Bob; three 

daughters, Sandy Haviland, (Buzz), Dawnie Chevalier, and Janet Vialpando 

(Sam), one son, Rob Chevalier (Annette); a sister, Helen Johnson; seven 

grandchildren, Jennifer, Julie Sims, Annette, Scott, Holly, Trinity and 

Brandon, and numerous great-grandchildren. 

     A Memorial Service was held at 1:00 PM Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at 

1:00 pm at  the Cappadona Funeral Home, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Julie Sims on the passing of her “Gramma 

Chevy”.  Our sincerest sympathies to MaryAnne's family and friends.  Her 

name will be added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at 

BCUMC for the children of the Lebanon Children's Home in 2018.  A 

donation to the Gideons will be given by BCUMC in MaryAnne's name. 
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WILLIAM R. NAYLOR, 89 

FORMER SHOP TEACHER AT EAST TIPP HS 

     William R. Naylor, 89, of Lafayette, IN, 

passed away Sat., Dec. 23, 2017 in his home 

surrounded by family. He was born on 

Thursday, September 6, 1928 in Washington, 

IN to Lenora (Naylor) Bridgman. He 

graduated from Washington High School. He 

served in the United States Army serving in 

Korea from 1950 to 1952. He was the 

recipient of 2 Bronze Service Stars and a 

Distinguished Unit Citation. 

     He married W. Dolores "Dee" Naylor on 

Sunday, March 2, 1952. After serving in the 

U.S. Army he attended Purdue Univ. and earned his Bachelor’s (1958) and 

Master’s (1965) degrees in Industrial Education. Bill was a lifelong teacher, 

beginning his career teaching at East Tipp High School teaching Industrial 

Arts ("Shop") and Physics. Mr. Naylor was also responsible for establishing 

the original industrial technology shop at East Tipp. In 1969 he began teaching 

at Purdue Univ. as a professor of Electrical Engineering Technology.  

     During his tenure at Purdue he created the Amplitude Linear Frequency 

Related Educational Device (ALFRED) manual. He retired from Purdue in 

December, 1993 as a Professor Emeritus. After retirement he continued as a 

consultant for Indiana Public Service and other companies. Bill and his wife 

Dee loved to travel spending summer vacations and weekends camping with 

their daughters and family. After retirement they continued their travel 

adventures and visited all 50 states and approximately 20 countries. 

     Along with his wife Dee, he is survived by three daughters, Melissa Davies 

(Jerry) of Lafayette, Sue Johnson of Bennington, VT and Kim Bartley (Jim 

Sietsma) of Lafayette; nine grandchildren, Michael Davies, Cheryl Dudley 

(Kevin), Jason Davies (Claudia), Lacey Siefers (Joey), Brooke Davies (Bryan 

Rogers), Sydney and Simon Johnson, Casey Bartley and Tabitha Castro-

Bartley (Jacob Castro). He also has eight great-

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his 

mother, Lenora (Naylor) Bridgman and 

grandson, Clay Lyons. 

     Services were 2pm, Friday, December 29, 

2017 at Soller-Baker Lafayette Chapel, Pastor 

Craig LaSuer officiated. Burial was at Meadow 

View Cemetery, in Lafayette, Indiana. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Mr. Naylor's 

family and friends.  There are many former 

students out there that will always remember 

him.  His name will be added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected 

at BCUMC in 2018 for the kids at the Lebanon Children's Home. 
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NANCY J. ZUFALL LEWIS, 60 
     Nancy J. Zufall Lewis,  of West Lafayette, 

Indiana, died Saturday, December 30, 2017 at 

IU Arnett Hospital in Lafayette, a month short 

of her 61st birthday.    Nancy was born to Roy 

and Barbara Kingery Zufall on Friday, 

February 1, 1957 in Lafayette, Indiana. 

     Nancy graduated from Lafayette Jefferson 

High School, class of 1977.  She worked at the 

Wabash Center in Lafayette for many years.  In 

her younger days she enjoyed knitting and 

crocheting. 

     Nancy is survived by her son, John Lewis of Lafayette, Indiana.  One sister 

and brother-in-law:  Kelly and Norman Holderfield of Lafayette, Indiana;  

Two brothers and sisters-in-laws:  David and Rose Zufall of Independence, 

Indiana; John and Cindy Zufall of Texas.  And several nieces and nephews.  

She is preceded by her parents Roy and Barbara. 

     Services were held Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at 1:00PM at the Wheeler 

Family Funeral Home-Baker Chapel, 204 South Center Street, Flora, Indiana 

46929.  Betty Coppock  officiated.  Burial took place at the North Union 

Cemetery near Buck Creek, Indiana.   

     Donations may be given to the Wabash Center, Inc., 2000 Greenbush St., 

Lafayette, IN 47904.  

     Our sincerest sympathies to Nancy's family and friends, and to her aunt 

Willadean Metro.  Nancy's name will be added to the in-memory-of list with 

the socks collected at BCUMC in 2018 for the residents of the Lebanon 

Children's Home.  A donation will be made to the Gideons from BCUMC in 

Nancy's name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES 

Our deepest sympathies to the families of: 

Marcelite M. “Marce” McDowell Parish, 75 

Phyllis Jean Hughes Hildebrandt, 91 

Calvin Curtis Fieleke, 76 

Deborah Marie Agard, 53 

Melvin Wayne Johnson, 70 (1965 ET grad) 

These names will be added to the in-memory-of list with 

the socks collected at BCUMC in 2018 for the residents of 

the Lebanon Children’s Home. 
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PERSONNEL LIST FOR 2018 
Pastor: Dwight Monical 

Church Council Chair: Jane Arnold 

Church Secretary: Carol Shepard 

Church Council Recording Secretary: Pat Sense 

Lay Leader: Clayton Temple 

Annual Conference Member: Ralph Rohrer 

Res. Member Conference: Jim Davidson Jr. 

Staff Parish Relations Chair: Retta Whiteaker 

Christian Education Super: Michele Roach  

Church Treasurer: Fred Roach 

Financial Secretary: Judy Skees 

1st Assistant Financial Secretary: Gini Tull 

2nd Assistant Financial Secretary:  Julie Sims 

Finance Comm. Chair: TBA 

Membership Chair: Mary Ann Pattee 

Worship Chair: Ken Mueller 

Ladies Missionary Society Pres: Nancy Schnepp 

Hospitality: Jane Arnold, Billie Burkhalter, Sherry May 

Communion Steward Chair: Glenda Davidson 

Funeral Dinners: Jane Arnold 

Memorials: Maralyn Turner 

Flowers: Nancy Schnepp 

Newsletter Staff: Nancy Schnepp, editor, Tim Schnepp (consultant) 

Church Reservations/Outside Board: Anita Davidson 

Tables, Chairs, etc. (borrowing): see Anita Davidson 

Custodian: Mariann Arnold 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

2018: Julie Simms, Fred Roach, Brad May 

2019: Bill Miller, Jake Uerkwitz (Chair), John Metro 

2020: Bill Sharp, Sam Stratton, Jim Pattee 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

2018: Linda Habbinga, RettaWhiteaker (Chair), Makayla Metro 

2019: Jan Prosser, Peg Eckhart, Sandy Reaves 

2020: Bill Miller, Glenda Davidson, Billie Burkhalter 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

2018: Trudy Germain, Ruth Davidson, Coley Sharp 

2019: Ralph Rohrer, Diane White, Bob Shepard 

2020: Audrey Chappell, Nancy Schnepp 

MISSIONS: Jan Prosser 
COMMUNITY AWARENESS:  Mariann Arnold 

EVANGELISM: Anita Davidson 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: John & Willy Metro 

AUDITORS: Trudy Germain, Mariann Arnold and Pat Miller 
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FIVE QUESTIONS! 

     On September 18, 2017, Dale Bohanan was aboard the 17th honor flight 

from Lafayette, Indiana to Washington, D.C.   85 Korean & Vietnam veterans 

took part in the flight.  Several members of BCUMC were there at the Purdue 

airport to welcome them back on the American Airline return flight.  Let’s see 

what Dale has to say about the trip...  (Thanks to Jim & Anita Davidson for 

interviewing Dale.)  Thank you for serving, Dale! 

 

DALE BOHANAN 
1.  How were you notified 

you had been selected for 

the Honor Flight?        

Dale was notified in April of 

2017 by Erin Huey (Activities 

Director at Cumberland 

Pointe). 

  

2.  What branch of the 

service did you serve in?         

Dale served in the Navy from 

1968 - 1972, and held the rank 

of Petty Officer 2nd Class.  

His tour of duty was in Puerto 

Rico. 

  

3.  What was the best part of 

the Washington DC tour?     

His favorite and probably 

most humbling part of the trip 

was to the different War 

Memorials on their visit. 

  

4.  Who went with you on 

the flight?         

He was accompanied on this trip by his guardian and friend, Keith Glotzbach. 

  

5.  How did it make you feel when you saw the cheering crowd after your 

return flight landed at the Purdue airport? 

When Dale was asked this question he described an overflowing of emotions 

to the point of becoming weepy just talking about it. He added that even 

though the day was a long one, it went very fast and he really wasn’t that tired.  

He was filled with excitement in all of the things that were experienced. 
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FIVE QUESTIONS! 
     We checked in with the  postmaster at the Buck Creek Post Office (Sept. 

2017-current).  Let’s get to know him a little better… 

 

JEFF THOMAS 
1.  Where were you born and 

raised and attend school? 

Springfield, Ohio, although I fell 

in love with central Indiana when 

I earned my undergraduate 

degree at Butler University.  I’ve 

done my best to stick around ever 

since. 

 

2.  How long have you worked 

for the US Postal Service and 

how did you become interested 

in doing so? 

 

Only 1 ½ years.  I became 

interested upon the recommendation of a friend, because I have a background 

in procurement and logistics.  I hope to have the opportunity to put those skills 

to better use. 

 

3.  What is your favorite thing about working at the Buck Creek post 

office? 

 

The customers.  I enjoy the interaction with the customers and the sense of 

community. 

 

4. What is the most daring thing you’ve ever done? 

 

That would be a toss-up because I’ve had many memorable adventures:  

Because it’s currently cold out, I’ll say swimming in the Arctic Ocean.  I was 

camping in a fjord at the top of Norway, near Hammerfest.  The ocean was 

painfully cold, but the fresh water I rinsed off the salt water with afterwards 

felt even worse.  Second place: SCUBA diving in an abandoned mine.  If 

you’re not claustrophobic, afraid of the dark or afraid of drowning, it’s a great 

place to go! 

 

5.  What is something not many people would know about you? 

I took two classes at Le Cordon Bleu, in Paris.  That doesn’t mean I’m a good 

cook, but I do enjoy good food.   
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RECIPE CORNER 
     Lord, You alone are my portion and my cup; You make my lot secure.  

–Psalm 16:5 

     We discovered this treat during our cold winter.  A very quick way to make 

a hot cup of cocoa, guaranteed not to be grainy like the powdered stuff makes! 

 

HOT CHOCOLATE BOMBS 

 

 2 3/4 cups semi-sweet chocolate chips 

 1 cup heavy cream 

 1 tablespoon sugar 

 ¼ teaspoon salt 

 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 cocoa powder for rolling 

 

1. Over medium heat, melt chocolate chips, heavy cream, sugar, salt and 

vanilla extract in a sauce pan. Stir until smooth.   

 

2. Pour into a bowl and place in the fridge until cool. (1-2 hours) Or put in 

freezer to speed up the process. 

 

3. Scoop out chocolate balls (a little bigger than a tablespoon) and then roll in 

cocoa powder.  Store in the fridge until ready to bomb your hot milk! 

 

4. To use: Drop one bomb into a cup of hot milk and stir until smooth. Enjoy!  

Don't forget the marshmallows! 
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FIRST DATES! 
In honor of Valentine’s Day, we thought it might be fun to see where some of 

our couples went on their first dates.  Do you remember yours? 

 
+ To the park to play on the swing set! Yeah, we were only kids... lol  Thank you Lord 

Jesus for this great guy you sent.   -Donna & Jeff Payne 

+ We went to a Globetrotters game at the old Jefferson High School on 9th St in 

Lafayette in 1955 & we have been dating ever since. -

Faye & Fred Merkel 
+ Our first date was to the White County 4-H fair to see 

the group "Electric Amish" (with Zane, Neil's son). -

Pam & Neil Smith 

+ The drive in theater that was on 26 all those years 

ago. -Retta & Mike Whiteaker 

+ Our first date was taking in a Post 11 baseball game 

in which my brotherTom was playing.  -Jim Jr. & 

Anita Davidson 

+ It all depends on how you define "first date."   Mindy 

invited Ralph to a party she and her housemates and 

some other friends were hosting.  It was a very low-key 

event. Ralph got to meet the cats and got checked out by the housemates and other 

friends.  He apparently passed their 

assessment because, when Ralph 

invited Mindy to the premiere of the 

movie "Breaking Away" at the IU 

Auditorium on April 21, 1979, Mindy 

agreed.  It is a good movie (Ralph was 

working in the Library the night the 

scene outside the Library was filmed).  

So, was the party or the movie the first 

date?  

                                                                                –Ralph Rohrer & Mindy Jester 

+ Cecil: Linda & I went to Burger King.  Linda: Cecil and I met at Burger King after 

not seeing each other in 50 years We spent 7 hours getting caught up on what we had 

done in the last 50 years . We started meeting 2 times a week at the Downtowner until I 

left for Fl. for the winter. Then he missed me so much he flew down to drive me home. 

We fell in love and have been together ever since. -Linda Austin & Cecil Funkhouser 

Donna & Jeff 
Fred & Faye Pam & Neil 



 12 

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTERS 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sayde, Conner & Jake Uerkwitz light the Hope candle. 

Teresa Monical and Donna Payne light the Love candle.  
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Ruth & Jim Davidson Sr. light the Joy candle. 

Billie Burkhalter & Lucy Pattengale light the Peace candle. 
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COAL IN THEIR STOCKINGS… 
     Santa’s oldest elf, Ernestine, stopped by church on December 17th, to 

deliver a message in person from Santa for Dwight & Jim Jr. … 

Official Document 
From the desk of St. Nicholas; Aka Santa Clause 

 

     This certifies that these persons affiliated with Buck Creek 

UMC, Dwight Monical, and Jim Davidson Jr. have been 

unfortunately and inadvertently placed on the naughty list.  

Sadly this error was due to a malfunction in the Santa Clause 

North Poll record keeping department and was discovered too 

late to recall your lumps of coal.  

     The bearer of this document is my official representative 

and will be presenting you both with your lumps of coal, as we 

must maintain an accurate count on the coal in our inventory 

even though it is unearned yours must be delivered. 

     I would like to offer you my sincere apology for any 

difficulty or embarrassment this mistake may have caused 

either of you.  I would further like to assure you this will be 

corrected within the next year, providing you are good and 

earn your places on the nice list next Christmas. 
 

Sincerely  

Santa Clause 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Ernestine” (Retta Whiteaker) and Jim Davidson Jr., proudly displaying  his coal! 
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QUOTES October 15, 2017 

+ “Dear Father, Thank You for the Bible, Your word.  We thank You Jesus for 

making our loads lighter, by learning the bible.  We love You, Lord.”  Amen.  

–Ruth Davidson (Children’s sermon prayer) 

+ “God’s light can go anywhere.  In hopeless places, God’s light can spread.”  

–Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “Psalm 23.  An example of how God helps us and protects us, and sends us 

out to provide the light for others.”  –Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “We refer to Jesus as the Light of the world.  It provides a source of comfort, 

comfort in times of trouble.” –Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “God is a light onto my path, and a lamp unto my feet.  Why can’t it just 

light the path?  Because He gives us every opportunity not to stumble and 

fall.”  –Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “In regards to light and sight, we ask God to open the eyes of our hearts.” –

Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “In the Old Testament, God is asked, let me see Your face.  God says no, but 

You can see me as I walk away.  It’s not so much that God doesn’t want us to 

see Him, it’s a reflection of His power, purity and perfection, and we’re not 

equipped to handle that.” –Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “I leave here Sundays and have my spiritual battery renewed.  That light 

(God) is always available to recharge us.” –Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “Today I encourage everybody, including myself, when we leave today, let’s 

think about how we’re going to share our light.  –Clayton Temple (message) 

+ There’s a lot of love here.  This church family we have is truly a blessing.” –

Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “You can pray anytime.  You don’t have to kneel or close your eyes.  You 

can say it out loud or keep it in your head.  God is with you all the time.  

Remind yourself of that.” –Clayton Temple (message) 

+ “Every time I walk into this church, I can feel the presence of God here and 

my heart just gets warm and soft.  I love this environment.” –Cecil Funkhouser 

+ “Sometimes the smallest gesture we make to someone can mean the world to 

them.” –Clayton Temple 

SERVANTS, first service – February 2018 

USHERS >  Billie Burkhalter / Bev Poore / Pat Sense / Ken Mueller 
GREETERS > Jim Davidson, Sr. / Nancy Schnepp 
ACOLYTE >  Olen Shepard 
LITURGIST > Gini Tull 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE > Pat Miller (11th, 18th, 25th) 
BELL RINGER > Gabe Temple 
COMMUNION STEWARDS >  Jake, Sayde & Conner Uerkwitz 
FIREFIGHTER COOKIE TAKER > Sandy Reaves 
SCRIPTURE READERS >  Pam Church (4th); Coley Sharp (11th); 
                                             Carol Shepard (18th); Sam Stratton (25th)                            
NURSERY WORKERS > See Michele Roach to volunteer 
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
     The message on Sunday, December 17 was the 2017 Christmas program, 

“God’s Gift to Us” presented by the Sunday School Department.  It was very 

cheerful and enjoyable!   

     Plot: Two tired shoppers (Michele Roach, Diane White) plunk down on a 

bench at the mall.  They complain to each other about how exhausted they are, 

having spent hours Christmas shopping.  They are tired of Christmas!  Enter a 

group of carolers whose songs begin to change the shoppers’ attitudes for the 

better.  Then when the Holy family enters, they realize what the true reason for 

the season is: the birth of Jesus Christ, God’s gift to us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left: “the mall”.  Above right: carolers Gabe Temple, Pam Smith, Zane 

Sterrett, Aubrey Sterrett, Olen Shepard, Teia Louthen, Ethan Louthen.  

Next page:  left to right: Ethan Louthen, Gabe Temple, Zane Sterrett, Jackie  

“angel” Arnold, Sayde Uerkwitz (Mary), Conner “the cow” Uerkwitz, Jake 

Uerkwitz (Joseph), Aubrey Sterrett, Olen Shepard, Pam Smith, Teia Louthen.  

Hiding behind the cow & Joseph are “shoppers” Michele Roach and Diane 

White. Singing “We Wish You a Merry Christmas!” 

Thanks to everyone who participated! 
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TIME CAPSULE: WHISTLER SCHOOL & W.S. WHISTLER 
     In 1887 a small brick school house was built in Perry Township, 

Tippecanoe County, on Section 10, one-half mile west of Heath, Indiana (now 

called E 300 N).  Officially it was named “Perry Township School No. 1”.  It 

would also be called “Whistler School” and “Heath Brick House”.  Section 10 

was the property of William S. Whistler.  He bought the property in 1859 from 

Thomas Mahan.   Fifty acres of the land had been cleared by Mr. Mahan to use 

as farmland.  It had been heavily timbered with black walnut and sugar maple 

trees. Some of those remained on other acreage.   In 1868, W.S. built a brick 

house on the property, along with barns and other farm buildings.  In 1898-99 

he was listed as a “contractor” in the Gazetteer of Tipp. Co.   

     Mr. Whistler was from Franklin County, Pennsylvania, where he was born 

on November 27, 1835.  He was of  German descent.  He had 8 brothers and 4 

sisters, and grew up on his father’s farm in Pennsylvania.  W.S. was well 

educated, attending Franklin Academy, and became a school teacher.  

Eventually he moved to Indiana and taught school in Carroll County.  In 1857 

he married Lurena Cordella Hershey.  Lurena was the daughter of Rev. Joseph 

Madison Hershey, an early settler, school teacher, politician and circuit rider.  

He is also the namesake of Hershey Elementary School which opened in 1967 

and sets off of E 300 N behind East Tipp Middle School.   

     Mr. Whistler had 3 sons and 1 daughter with his first wife, and a daughter 

with his second wife.  One of his daughters became a teacher.   

     M.S.’s first wife Lurena passed away in 1866.  The next year on Christmas 

Day he married Lurena’s sister Indiana “Anna” C. Hershey.  They were 

married until his death at age 81 on March 20, 1917, having 51 years of 

marriage.  He spent most of his life near Heath as a farmer and a teacher, and 

is buried in the Hershey Cemetery (now Union cemetery).  W.S. had the 

privilege of an education as a child when others did not, so he contributed to 

the education of others by having the Perry No. 1 school built on his property.   

     East 300 North has been home to other schools.  Besides currently East 

Tipp and Hershey, there was a school at Archieville, Perry School No. 2, built 

in 1878.  In 1887 there were 13 schools within Perry Township, Whistler 

School being the only one we know that’s still standing, after 131 years.  

Records say that all of those 13 schools were eventually closed when Monitor 

School opened in 1911 and slowly absorbed the students from them. Whistler 

was still a school in 1918 (see photo). In the Tipp. Co. School Report of 1916-

17, four of the little schools were reported: Whistler (No. 1), Gunkle (No. 2), 

Shively (No. 4) and Pettit (No. 5.)  In the 1923-24 report, only Whistler and 

Gunkle remained.  The little brick Whistler school house survived by being 

converted into a private residence, still standing in 2018.    

     (A BCUMC member known to have attended Whistler School was the  late 

Olive Rayburn.) 
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Whistler School around 1918: Standing (left to right): Paul McDaniel, Dale Remaly, Henrietta Misner, Bertha 

Layman, Goldie Behringer, Florence Misner, Glen Miller, Merl Stonebraker, Clyde Cleaver, Charles Saudemsters.  

Teacher: Maude Lewis Hurst.  Sitting: (left row, back to front): Mary Behringer, Clarence Behringer, Max Gwinn, 

Cleo Jacobs, Mary Pearson, Ed Pearson, Goldie Leslie, Olive Rayburn. (right row, back to front): Martha Brown, 
Harold McDaniel, Carl Remaly, George Misner, George Stonebreaker, Mary Brown,  Leslie Brown. (Nobody is 

smiling as was common at that time in photography, but the one boy standing on the end looks pretty defiant with 

his hand on his hip and an almost smile!) 
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Above: a zoom in on the blackboard shows the morning lessons: Reading, History, 

Reading, Geography, Reading, History, Reading, Numbers, Arithmetic… a lot of 

reading!   Below:  the identifying cement plaque on the front of the Whistler School 

building today. 
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QUOTES October 22, 2017 

+ “Anyone ever call you a silly goose?  Geese aren’t silly.  They fly in format 

and have a leader.  When the leader gets tired he drops back and somebody 

else moves to the front.  If a goose is sick or injured and drops to the ground, 

two geese go with it and stay with it until it gets better or dies.  They are 

always making their honking.  Why?  They are communicating.  They 

encourage one another: you can make it!  Are geese silly now?  No.  What can 

we learn from them?  We can encourage others.  Don’t leave anyone behind.  

Take a turn being the leader.  Do our part so someone else doesn’t have to do 

the work all the time.  [reads Romans 12:6]  We can learn a lot from the 

goose.”  –Ruth Davidson (Children’s Sermon) 

+ “Dear Jesus, Help us to use the gifts You have given to serve and encourage 

others.  Amen.”  –Ruth Davidson (Children’s sermon prayer) 

+ “God says everything we do before we come to Christ is stained by sin.” –

Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “The cross balances God’s righteousness, it’s not us.” –Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+ “(Grace) it’s a gift, a free gift, but the most costly gift ever given.  It’s free, 

we’re not paying for it or working for it.  All we have to do is have faith.” –

Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Faith is transport.  Faith is what we need.  Without it, it’s setting on the 

runway and doing you no good.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “God knows each one of us.  He knows our names.  He knows us better than 

we know ourselves.  We are His handiwork!”  -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Our gifts are different, and that’s okay.  Do you know what your gifts are?”  

-Pastor Dwight (message) 

QUOTES October 29, 2017 

+ “Take care of your own faults before trying to work on somebody else’s.” –

Ruth Davidson (Children’s sermon) 

+ “When complaining about somebody else, take care of your own log first.” –

Ruth Davidson (Children’s sermon) 

+ “Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for Jesus’ teachings.  Help me to take 

the board out of my own eye before trying to help others.” –Ruth Davidson 

(Children’s sermon prayer) 

+ “Keep short accounts with God.  Confess it to the Lord.” –Pastor Dwight 

+ “There’s something special when we gather together in the name of Jesus.  

We pray for the Holy Spirit to fall on each of us today.” –Pastor Dwight 

(prayer) 

+ “We pray that whatever our deepest needs are, You would love and meet us 

at that point…” -Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+ “When we come to Jesus, we no longer have to offer a sacrifice, because He 

did it.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 
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+ “Peace with God, so there’s no dissention, and peace with our fellow men, 

women and children, that’s what God wants for this world.”  –Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+ “What are we supposed to be?  Examples of Jesus to the world.” –Pastor 

Dwight (message) 

+ “Yes, we’re to hate sin, but we’re to love the person involved in the sin.” –

Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “There’s groups out in the world we don’t want to see eye to eye with, but 

that’s where Jesus goes.  Even if You don’t call us to go to them, You want us 

to love and pray for them.” –Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

 

PICTURE OF THE MONTH 
     On January 10, John Metro turned a young 75 years!  To help him 

celebrate, his church gave him a fun plant, knowing with his sense of humor 

he would appreciate it!  John’s late parents John & Mable Metro, joined 

BCUMC in 1957, so he has been associated with BCUMC for a lot of his 

years!  Happy birthday, John, and many more! 
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