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PREPARING FOR THE NEW YEAR 
     As we prepare for 2017, we are often reminded of the double-edged sword 

of New Year’s resolutions.  The positive side is that we realize that there are 

areas in our lives we need to work on or change.  The negative is that it rarely 

works out the way we envision it.  So, what do we do?  Give them up and just 

hope that somehow we will get better, or once again make them hoping that 

this year will be different. Let me suggest another alternative.  I must admit 

this is not my idea.  It came from the book,  “Fight Back with Joy” by 

Margaret Feinberg.  On page one she writes, “New Year’s resolutions are so 

last year, according to my friends.  Many of them instead choose to live by a 

single word, one that embodies what they most hope God would do in their 

lives during the coming year.  My friend Sarah selected love last year, which 

led her to mend ties with her estranged father.  Then there was John, who 

chose balance.  He hung a chart on his kitchen wall to track his days and make 

sure he spends enough time with his family.  And after Patty picked hope, she 

enlisted friends to help her see the sunny side of every situation.  When her 

pessimistic tendencies emerge, her friends give her a “hope nudge.”  Seeing 

how this practice enriched my friends’ lives, I dreamed about which word 

embodied the work I most wanted God to do in my life.” 

     Following this idea I would like each of us at Buck Creek to seek out the 

one word which God would have us focus on for 2017.  A good place to start 

our search would be the fruit of the spirit in Galatians 5:22,  “But the fruit of 

the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience (forbearance), kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  If the area that you sense God 

leading you to focus on is negative, such as worry, fear, or envy, I would 

suggest replacing it with one of its positive counterparts such as joy, trust, or 

contentment.  God does not want us to stay the same!  He wants us to change 

to be more like His Son, Jesus Christ.  “Do not conform to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  Romans 12:2. 

I pray that as we consider what God would want to do in our lives in 2017, we 

will continue to grow as Jesus did, “And Jesus grew in wisdom… and in favor 

with God and man.” Luke 2:52.  

                                                                                                   -Pastor Dwight 

    UMC  NEWSLETTER 

  
 

  BUCK CREEK 

  
 

    UMC  NEWSLETTER 

  
 

  BUCK CREEK 

  
 



 2 

BUCK CREEK UMC NEWSLETTER - JANUARY 2017 
 

THE STAFF. 

Tim Schnepp, editor, reporter  e-mail:  timothys81@yahoo.com 
Nancy Schnepp, primary reporter & photographer:  nancymae51@yahoo.com 

Other reporters this month: Kay Miller, R. Schnepp 

Carol Shepard, church secretary, duplicator 

Other pic providers: Lydia Mueller 

Thanks be to God forever. 

BCUMC on the web:  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
1   > Happy New Year!                                        

8   > Lorena Poore, for family 

15 > Human Relations Day: focus on hat & gloves tree 

22 > For Teresa Monical's birthday (1/16) From BCUMC 

29 > 

AD COUNCIL MEETINGS 2017 
(Ad Council meets every other month, the second Monday at 6:30pm.) 

February 13 / April 10 / June 14 / August 14 / Oct. 9 / Dec. 11 

SPECIAL SUNDAYS 2017 
Jan. 15   > Human relations day 

March 26 > One great hour of sharing 

April 30 > Native American Ministries Sunday 

June 11  > Peace with Justice Sunday 

    Oct. 1   > World Communion Sunday 

Nov. 26  > UM Student Day 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 2017 
January 21 for February issue 

February 18 for March issue 

March 18 for April issue 

April 22 for May issue 

May 20 for June issue 

June 17 for July issue 

July 22 for August issue 

August 19 for September issue 

October 21 for November issue 

November 18 for December issue 

December 16 for January 2017 issue 

mailto:timothys81@yahoo.com
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bcumcin/
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GIVE SOME (G)LOVE(S) ! 
     Human Relations Sunday is January 15, 

2017.  In honor of that we are collecting 

gloves/mittens and hats on all the Sundays 

in January.  The donated items will be 

hung on the Christmas tree as the other 

decorations come off.  All the items will be 

donated to a local resource.  Keep your 

eyes open for gloves and hats on sale!  Come on, give some GLOVES WITH 

LOVE! (Sponsored by Buck Creek Ladies Missionary Society.) 

SIGN-UPS FOR 2017 
+ Flowers sign-up for 2017 is underway.  A sign-up sheet is at the church, or 

you can inform Carol Shepard or Nancy Schnepp when you would like to 

bring flowers in 2016, and what they are for.  Birthdays, anniversaries, 

memorials, special occasions... Thanks to all who did flowers in 2016! 

+ Communion stewards for 2017: please reserve your month. 

+ Servants for 2017: please see Ken Mueller to get your name on the list for 

Servants for 2017.  If you’ve wanted to be an usher, greeter, acolyte, liturgist, 

give a Children’s Message, be a Scripture Reader,  let Ken  know you are 

interested!  He’ll be glad to put you in the pool of names. 

+ Nursery Help:  Please contact Lydia Mueller if you can help. 

+ Cookies for firefighters:  there is a sign-up sheet for providing cookies for 

the Buck Creek Volunteer firefighters monthly meetings in 2017.  (Usually the 

first Tuesday of the month.)  They appreciate the goodies! 

+ Mowing Schedule: think about putting your name on the list for next year.  

It will help you get through the winter!  The grass will grow again! 

WIDOWS CLUB MEETS & EATS January 11 
     The Widows Club meets the second Wednesday of each month, 9am at 

Cracker Barrel on State Road 26, Lafayette, Indiana.   

NO (CAMPBELL’S) SOUP (LABELS) FOR YOU    
     As of August 1, 2016, only UPCs with the Labels for Education logo will 

be accepted and redeemed for points into registered schools’ bank accounts. 

Campbell’s has begun the process of removing the logo and expect there will 

be a limited number of products that contain these labels in stores through 

August 1, 2017. Once all Labels for Education logos have been removed from 

the products, UPCs will no longer be accepted. The banked points schools 

have accumulated will not be affected.    

FACING THE GIANTS SHOWING 
     Facing the Giants will be shown on January 10, at 6:30pm at the church. 

This is a precursor to the next Ladies Bible Study.  All are welcome to attend. 
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OBITS 

     As a church family, and members of the Buck Creek community, we strive 

to stay connected to one another.  As the bible says, “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn.” –Romans 12:15    

   

RALPH ELMORE THOMPSON, 84 

FORMER EAST TIPP HS TEACHER 

     Ralph Elmore Thompson, 84 of Lafayette, 

Indiana, passed away at 9:50 pm on Friday, 

November 25, 2016 at IU Health Arnett.  He was 

born on Tuesday, August 9, 1932 in Lafayette to 

the late Albert and Edith (Hinkston) Thompson. 

After graduating from Jefferson High School he 

received his Master’s Degree from Purdue 

University in Education.   

     On Saturday, August 3, 1968 Ralph married 

Vicki Jennings, she preceded him in death in 2006. 

Mr. Thompson was a teacher at East Tipp, Battle 

Ground and McCutcheon High Schools before 

retiring. At East Tipp he was the Physical 

Education and Health instructor. He was a member of Christ United Methodist 

Church and the American Legion. 

     Ralph enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren and was a lifelong 

Chicago Cubs fan who enjoyed watching their World Series Win. For several 

summers Ralph was the Manager at the Edgelea Public Pool. 

     Ralph is survived by Two sons, Brent 

Thompson of Lafayette and Chad Thompson 

(wife Desma) of Kissimmee, FL; a sister, 

Betsy Stanfield of Lafayette, two 

grandchildren, Gavin and Violet Thompson, 

and two sisters-in-law’s, Jeri Leach (husband 

Tom) of Phoenix, AZ and Jeannie Dunham of 

Nashville, TN. Along with several nieces and 

nephews. 

     He was preceded in death by an infant son 

Jeffrey Thompson. 

     Visitation was from 10:00 am until the 

time of the memorial service at 11:00 am 

Saturday, December 3, 2016 at Soller-Baker 

Lafayette Chapel, 400 Twyckenham Blvd. Lafayette, IN 47909. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Mr. Thompson’s family and friends.  His name 

will grace the in-memory-of list with the socks collected in 2017 for the 

children at the Lebanon Children’s Home.  We think he would have liked 

that… 
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BILLY W. “BILL” HAWK, 68 

     Billy Wayne "Bill" Hawk, 68, of 

Lafayette, passed away at 1:45 pm, 

Thursday, November 10, 2016 at his 

residence.  Born February 2, 1948 in 

Morristown, TN, he was the son of 

the late James Luther and Darcus 

Ruth (Coakley) Hawk. Bill graduated 

from Carmel High School in 1966 

and went on to earn his Associate 

Degree from Purdue University in 

1972 in Electrical Engineering 

Technology. 

     His marriage was to Ruth Ann 

Brouwer in October of 1972 at St. 

Boniface Catholic Church and she 

survives. 

     Bill was a computer engineer, most recently with SunMicro Systems, and 

previously for Compugraphic, AGFA, and Johnson Control.  He was a 

member of St. Boniface Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus. He 

was a jack of all trades and enjoyed painting, woodcarving, and making a 

special ornament for his grandchildren every year. He cherished spending time 

with his grandchildren. 

     Surviving with his wife, Ruth Hawk, are their children, Jason Hawk (wife: 

Kimberly) of Camas, WA, and Nicole Denney (husband: Craig) of Lafayette; 

brother, C. Ernest Hawk of Carmel; sister, Judy Shelburn (husband: Bill) of 

Carmel; four grandchildren, twins, Owen and Aiden Hawk, and Jacob and 

Sarah Denney; a special niece and God-child, Jackie Callahan (husband: 

Andy) of Carmel; as well as several other nieces and nephews. 

     Preceding him in death with his parents are his sister, Barb Jenkins, and 

brother, Don Hawk. 

     Funeral Mass took place at 10:00 am on Wednesday, November 16, 2016 at 

St. Boniface Catholic Church with visitation one hour prior. Fr. Mark Walter 

officiating. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Boniface Catholic 

Church, Building Fund of Notre Dame Catholic Church (212 Mt. Bethel Rd. 

Greeneville, TN 37745). 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Bill’s family and friends, including his brother-

in-law Hank Brouwer (wife: Suzann).  Hank’s name will be included on the in-

memory-of list with the socks collected at BCUMC in 2016 and delivered to 

the residents of the Lebanon Children’s Home.  A donation will be made in 

Bill’s name from BCUMC to the Gideons. 
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MARTHA JANE LARSON (BIDDLE) HOSKINS, 90 

     Martha Jane (Biddle) Larson 

Hoskins, age 90, of Lafayette, passed 

away at St Mary's Healthcare on 

Thursday, December 1, 2016. Born on 

Thursday, April 8, 1926 in Lafayette, 

Martha Jane was the daughter of the 

late George William and Goldie Mabel 

Hoagland Biddle. She was educated in 

the Wea and Buck Creek schools. 

Martha Jane first married the father of 

her children, John "Bob" Larson on 

September 2, 1941. Her second 

marriage was to Wayne H. Hoskins on 

October 25, 1980 in Lafayette and he 

preceded her in death on April 15, 

1987. Martha Jane worked at the former General Foods Plant from 1970 until 

retiring in 1980. She previously worked from 1947 until 1970 at the former 

Brown Rubber Plant. She was a member of Evergreen Wesleyan Church, the 

Eagles Auxiliary for over 30 years, a member of the Eagles Retirees Club, the 

Loomers Retiree Club of the Moose, and a life member of both the VFW and 

American Legion Post #11 Auxiliaries. A few of her hobbies included, 

gardening, fishing, and the outdoors. She enjoyed her church, family and 

friends. 

     She is survived by her three children, Dickie Lee Larson of Independence, 

IN, Martha Sue Gaylor of Linden, IN, and Kenneth "Ken" Larson (wife, 

Joyce) of Bedford, TX, eight grandchildren, Cynthia (Greg) Baldauf, Jennifer 

Goetz, Mark Larson, Cyrena (Ted) Malzahn, Catherine Gaylor, Jane (Ben) 

Piro, Joy (Rob) Pershing, and John (Casey) Larson, along with 10 great-

grandchildren. Martha Jane is also survived by two step-children. She was 

preceded in death by 6 step-brothers and 6 step-sisters. 

     Visitation was from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m., with the funeral service starting at 

2:00 p.m. on Monday, December 5, 2016 at Hippensteel Funeral Home. Pastor 

Joseph E. Park officiated. Burial followed at Rest Haven Memorial Park. In 

lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Evergreen Wesleyan 

Church (1525 Grove St, Lafayette, IN 47905). Hippensteel Funeral Home 

entrusted with care. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Martha’s family and friends.  Her name will be 

added to the in-memory-of list with the socks collected at BCUMC in 2017 for 

the children at the Lebanon Children’s Home. 
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VIRGINIA MAY (PATTEE) AUSTIN, 101 

DAUGHTER OF THE PATTEE WINDOW 

     Virginia May (Pattee) Austin, 101 of 

Plainfield Ill., previously of Lafayette, IN. 

passed away peacefully Wednesday, 

December 7, 2016. She was born on Monday, 

October 4, 1915 in Buck Creek, IN.  She was  

the daughter of the late William A and Rosa D 

(Wilson) Pattee,  

     Virginia was the beloved wife of the late 

Wayne Miller Austin, who passed away in 

1999. She is the last of the Pattee brothers and 

sisters, Evelyn Doris Pattee, Maxine Elizabeth 

(Pattee) Tschopp 12/27/06, William Francis 

Pattee, Marguerite Letha (Pattee) Turner 

11/16/14, and Charles Lee Pattee 11/1/13, all preceded her. She had no 

children but loved all of her nieces and nephews.  

     She was an avid gardener, seamstress and loved to read the Bible and the 

Lafayette Journal and Currier.  Virginia also kept up on the Buck Creek news 

with the BCUMC newsletter.   

     She was a member of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, Frankfort, IN. Virginia 

was strong in her faith and a very giving person. 

     Virginia’s parents attended BCUMC.  They were part of the congregation 

when the new church building was built in 1908 and dedicated in 1909.  Her 

father’s name (W.A. Pattee) is on one of the stained glass windows of the 

church, the one by the back pew at the front entrance.  On July 8, 2000, 

Virginia came to BCUMC with her sisters Marguerite and Maxine to see 

“their” window.  [see page 6 of the October 2000 issue.]  The visit was very 

special to them, and to us. 

     Family and friends gathered on Tuesday, December 13, 11:00 AM in the 

Chapel at Tippecanoe Memory Gardens, West Lafayette, IN. Her services was 

officiated by the Rev. James Farney. 

     Our sincerest sympathies to Virginia’s family and friends.  Her name will 

grace the in-memory-of list with the socks collected in 2017 at BCUMC for 

the residents of the Lebanon Children’s Home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES 

Our deepest sympathies to the family of: 

Henry Eugene “Hank” Weston 

His name will be added to the in-memory-of list with the 

socks collected at BCUMC in 2017 and delivered to the 

residents of the Lebanon Children’s Home… 
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FIVE QUESTIONS!  

      Starting out the new year, we wanted to get to know our new bishop and his wife a 

little better.  Bishop Trimble started his service in September.  Let’s see what they have 

to say about things…  (Thanks to Skyler Nimmons for photo.) 

 

BISHOP JULIUS C. TRIMBLE 

 

1.  Where were you born and raised? 

Born and raised in Chicago – a lifelong Cubs fan. 

2.  If you could be anyone in the Bible for a week, who would you choose 

and why? 

Barnabas because I see myself as an encourager. 

3.  What is your comfort food? 

Sweet potato pie (made by my wife). 

4.  When you count your blessings, what comes out on top? 

Getting married to my college sweetheart, First Lady Racelder Grandberry-

Trimble. 

5.  What goals do you have 

for the UMC in 2017? 

UMC reach 100,000 with life-

saving health initiative and 

Good News of Jesus. 

 

RACELDER 

GRANDBERRY-TRIMBLE 

 

 1. What is a fond memory 

you have of your wedding 

day? 

Wearing my mother’s wedding 

dress on my wedding day. 

2. What is your favorite 

color? 

Purple is my favorite color, for decades. 

3.  Complete the phrase "Thank You God for..."  

JOY and Sorrow. 

4.  Do you like to bake or cook---what is your favorite thing to make? 

I do bake and I do cook; both very well. A fan favorite of mine and my family 

is sloppy joe and sweet potato pie both date back to my childhood and have 

been passed on to my family and children. Whereas, corn beef hash is a fan 

favorite of the Bishop and his entire family, yet, this dish has only been made 

and served in our home when mother/mama (my mother-in-law) visits. 

5. What are you looking forward to in 2017?  

Holy Boldness...Joy to the World... 
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BAPTISM 
     Asher Robert Walter Switzer was born on August 9, 2016 at 2:40 pm, 

weighing 7lbs, 6 Oz. and 20 inches long.  He was dedicated on Sunday, 

November 20, 2016 at Buck Creek UMC. Rev. Jim Davidson Jr. conducted the 

service.  Attending were parents, Eric Switzer, Madisyn Heyn. Grandparents 

(Eric's) Darrell & Wende Broussard, Aunt Katie and Uncle Josh, Great 

Grandma Sandi Cornell, Aunt Jodie Phebus, Grandparents (Maddie's) Dave 

and Jennifer Heyn, Aunt Audrey and Uncle David, Grandma Theresa Heyn, 

Great Grandparents David Heyn and Jani Heyn.  

     The family celebrated with dinner after services  (Lasagna, bread, salad and 

cake).  Everyone was invited downstairs to join the celebration dinner. 
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 
     Several folks stayed around on November 27 and helped decorate the 

church for the Advent season.  Thanks to Lydia Mueller for the photos! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austin Church listens to 

Neil Smith give directions. 

Now it’s Ruth Davidson’s turn 

to give directions to Neil. 

Taylor Sims and Bob 

Shepard trim the tree. 

Pastor Dwight doing everybody’s 

favorite job: untangling the lights! 

Taylor Sims and Lydia Mueller hang 

the now untangled Christmas lights. 
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Clayton Temple seems to be saying to Pastor Dwight: 

“I’ve got your back!” 
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Jonah Temple and Olen Shepard 

help hang the greens in the nursery. 

Dale Bohanen (left) and Jim 

Davidson Sr. (right)  keep an eye on 

the decorators.   
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SOCKS!  REPORT 
     635 pairs of socks made their way to the 

Lebanon Children’s Home on December 10th, 

delivered by members of the Buck Creek 

Ladies Missionary Society.  Glenda 

Davidson, Nancy Schnepp, Retta Whiteaker, 

Nancy Balser and Billie Burkhalter did the 

delivering.  That’s a sixteen year total of 

8389! 

     We were instructed to stop by the chapel 

first when we arrived.  Remember last year 

they told us about a new place to bring Jesus 

to the students in a coffee house setting?  It’s 

finished, in the chapel, named “Higher 

Grounds”.  Clever!  Public relations director 

Susan Bennet ushered us into the coffee 

house.  They serve wonderful hot chocolate 

with whipped cream and swirled chocolate 

syrup on top!   We also enjoyed locally made 

delicious donuts!  Pastor Nick Coons (left in 

photo below) let us know that the residents 

feel more grown up with one of those fancy 

cardboard coffee cups in their hands!  (I felt like a kid with my hot chocolate!)  

Higher Grounds is the perfect place to talk to the residents about their spiritual 

lives.  It is a cozy and comfy space, with a “fireplace” on the tv in the corner, 

tall chairs and tables in place, just like a coffee house should have!  It is a great 

addition to the campus. 

     Today we met Vicki Gans, (far right in photo) who was a resident at the 

home several decades ago.  She now speaks at churches and various places 

about her experience there.  We hope we can get her to speak at Buck Creek 

635 pairs of socks! 
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UMC in 2017.  Vicki also lives 

within walking distance of the 

home. 

     Currently there are 30 residents 

at the home.  Their top capacity is 

32, with the four houses (3 girls, 1 

boys), it’s 8 residents per house.  

Since Billie and Nancy B. were 

newbies this year, we toured one of 

the houses for them to see.  Our 

tour guides were two of the 

residents who did an excellent job 

of showing us the entire house, and 

explaining how it runs.  (We think 

both girls need an extra pair of socks for their efforts!)   

     One of our tour guides told us that many facilities do not celebrate 

Christmas, birthdays, Thanksgiving or Fourth of July, but they do at LCH.  

She was very excited to share with us that on your birthday, you get a cake and 

presents!   

     We want to note that a few baby/toddler socks found their way into the 

collection this year.  Never fear---they will be used, either by the residents as 

gifts for younger siblings, or given to a domestic abuse shelter in Lebanon.   

     It was a cool weather day, forty degrees cooler than last year!    

     The Ladies made their usual stop at Arni’s in Lebanon, and secured their 

corner booth!  We missed Pat Sense & Diane White being with us this year, 

but we know they were with us in spirit.  And Marie---we know you were with 

us too… 

     Thank you to everyone who donated socks for the LCH.  You helped to put 

smiles on the faces of the residents there!   Socks donated by members of 

BCUMC and the community. 

Left to right: Nancy B., Nancy S., 

Retta, Glenda and Billie enjoying 

their traditional Arni’s lunch.   

Nancy Schnepp & Susan Bennett 
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Socks given in memory of: 

Laura Wagonner Lanshew, Julia O. Miller, Mary Katherine "Aunt Kate" 

Geheb, Robert "Bob" Griffin, Carl E. Woolridge, Phyllis Ilene (Turner) Lerch, 

Dale Burkhalter, Vicki J. Harner, Guadalupe "Lupe" Salazar, Phillip A. Little, 

Robert F. "Bob" Walton, Paul Martin Geheb, Florence I. Walker, "Aunt 

Marty" Stacy, Lori Jones, Mike Pattengale, Farrell Mull Bagshaw, M. Anne 

Bunch, Orville Allen Cook, Jr., Patricia Trapp Cook, Harvey L. Prather, Grace 

L. Dubes, Nancy Ann McCormick Marosevic, Ronnie Snyder, Judith F. 

"Judy" Rodenbarger Saubert Grooms, Carl L. "Ike" Misner, Patricia Ann Jacks 

Lesley, Jesse James Love, Ralph H. Patrick, Charles Neal Dunlap, Rev. Robert 

Alan McCracken, Michael L. Johnston, Bonnie Inez Busenbark Larew, 

Barbara Jane Knowles Stokley, Rev. Herbert W. Woody Slade, Jr., Lois 

Louise Weston Sales, Emma Bagshaw Cooke, Edward Robert "Duke" Rohler, 

Ned A. Petit, Karen Lee (Pattengale) Johnson, Rick Lee Vaught, James Robert 

Strain, Carol Sue (Felix) Walters, Linn Scott Guckien, Julia A. Rutledge, Cecil 

E. Brown, Mary Ellen (Zinsmeister) Scheiber, Fern H. Martin, Evelyn L. Isley 

Royer, Mary Lois Miller, Mary Ann Haffner, Linda I. Vanderwall, Roger Dale 

Roudebush, Rosella Marie Stewart Prather, Billy Hawk… 

 

167 pairs are in memory of  Judith Rodenbarger Grooms, from: Steven 

Grooms, Mary Rodenbarger Killian, Bill & Judy Rodenbarger, Kenny & Mary 

Rodenbarger, Andrea Killian, Alyssa Killian, Martha Collins Smith, John & 

Virginia Rodenbarger Riley, David & Cindy Killian.  Thank you so much! 

  

57 pairs are in memory of Marie Pless, Olive, Peggy, and Julia, from Deb & 

Barb Pless and Ruby Clark (Marie’s sister) 

 
 

Three residents of LCH show off 
their happy socks! 
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TIME CAPSULE: 1908-1909 
     In 1878, the BCUMC church was known as the Methodist Episcopal 

Church.  In 1893, the church building was very much in need of repairs.  Rev. 

Ebenezer Pelley was pastor at the time.  It was due to his great ability as leader 

and organizer that the membership was greatly increased and funds raised to 

repair the church and build an addition to it.   

     Eventually, these fine folks held meetings and voted to build a new church 

building.  The year was 1908.  A lot of credit goes to William Persinger who 

gave a lot of money to the new construction.  The church members began the 

process of tearing down the old building and beginning the construction of the 

new.  The weather that summer was suitable, as it never reached 100 degrees 

the entire year.  High temperature was 96 degrees on August 3rd.  Parts of the 

old church were saved to use in the new one.  We don’t know what they were, 

but it’s fun to imagine as you look around the church.  Money was raised to 

pay for some beautiful new stained glass windows.  Many families and 

organizations in the community paid for the windows.  Some of those 13 

names [Baer, Hollie Persinger, Eckhart, W.D. Gillum, W.A. Pattee, Stair, Mr. 

and Mrs. F.M. White, Munea, P.L.E.F. (Pythian Sisters), K.P. No. 497, 

(Knights of Pythias), Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. W.F. Noble; Mr. 

and Mrs. G.W. Anderson] on the windows can be traced to descendents who 

still attend the church today.  Do you realize those names have been there for 

over 100 years?  [The history of where the windows were obtained has been 

lost to the ages.]  Land was purchased from a James Carter.  Our church 

building has been setting on Ferrett since that time.  What a grand day it must 

have been when the building was dedicated on January 31, 1909, by Rev. 

George W. Switzer. 

     The brand new church is pictured here: 
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HOW TO CUT OUT A PAPER SNOWFLAKE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Take a rectangular piece of paper, fold one top corner down to meet the 

opposite edge, to make a triangle.   

2.  Cut the extra strip of paper off to make the triangle.  Unfold and you have a 

square. 

3. Fold the square diagonally in half. 

4. Fold the triangle again to make a smaller triangle. 

5. Fold the smaller triangle into thirds.   

6. Flip the shape over so that the side with the horizontal edge is facing front. 

7. Cut along the horizontal edge to make a wedge. 
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8. Keep the wedge folded, and cut out random shapes out of the edges. 

9. Carefully unfold the paper to reveal your snowflake!  Six sided just like a 

real one. 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO THE NEW YEAR… 
We asked our readers: “what are you looking forward to in 2017?” 

 

+ I am looking for the healing of Cecil and my bodies. Wishing good health 

for all of my family and friends and happiness. May God Bless each one them. 

 -Linda Austin 

 

+ A very simple wish/desire that cannot be bought, borrowed, or traded; it is 

having great health.   The same desire is for all family, friends, and neighbors. 

-Mag Vanderipe 

 

+Believe it or not!  Getting another Harley-Davidson and riding for as long as 

the good Lord allows us.  In the Wind -Jeff & Donna Payne 

 

+I am looking forward to another year of serving the Lord, and all others.  

-Lydia Mueller 

 

+Looking forward to a country that comes together to make our country 

greater and peace and harmony between other nations.  Praying our new 

president will lead America with dignity and accomplish his objectives to 

improve our economy and make people independent to succeed in life without 

depending on others to support them.  Looking forward to a healthy New Year 

and God's blessings for everyone! 

-Susie Couk 

 

+Looking forward to retirement!  -Nancy Schnepp 

 

+I am looking forward to another year without a stone quarry near Americus!  

-Kay Miller 

 

+I would like to be Blessed to be a member of The BCUMC for life - and for 

Linda and I to be together for the rest of our Lives. –Cecil Funkhouser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVANTS, first service – January 2017 

USHERS > Lydia Mueller / Bev Poore / Pat Sense / Ken Mueller 
GREETERS > Billie Burkhalter / Audrey Chappell 
ACOLYTE >  Marcus May 
LITURGIST > Gini Tull 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE >  Ruth Davidson (8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th) 
BELL RINGER > Olen Shepard 
COMMUNION STEWARD > Nancy Schnepp 
FIREFIGHTER COOKIES >  
SCRIPTURE READERS >   Pam Church (1st); Ralph Rohrer (8th); 
                      Coley Sharp (15th); Carol Shepard (22nd);   Sam Stratton (29th)                                       
NURSERY WORKERS > 
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RECIPE CORNER 
Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear perceived, no eye has seen any 

God besides You, who acts on behalf of those who wait for Him. –Isa. 64:4 

 

This is always fun to make for a party or family gathering, or just for fun! 

 

 PUPPY CHOW 

 

 1 cup peanut butter 

 1 bag chocolate chips 

 1 stick of margarine or butter 

 1 box of cereal (Crispix) (12 ounces) 

 powdered sugar (1 1/2 cups...) 

 

Melt first three ingredients together.  Remove from heat and pour over cereal 

which has been placed in a large, metal bowl.   Mix well and quickly before 

the chocolate mixture cools.  Now place cereal mixture in a large round plastic 

container.  Add powdered sugar, place lid on container and shake to coat the 

chocolate covered cereal.  Now you have puppy chow (for humans only of 

course!). 
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QUOTES March 13, 2016 

+ “God works all things for His glory.” –Pastor Dwight 

+ “May our hearts and minds be closer to You today, to be open to receiving 

what You have in store for us today.” –Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+ “We thank You that You do speak to us.  Your voice is heard in different 

ways, we just have to learn to listen.” –Pastor Dwight (prayer) 

+ “Without the light of Jesus in our lives, we walk in darkness.” –Pastor 

Dwight (message) 

+ “The first time Jesus came it was as a suffering servant.  When He comes 

back it will be as a conquering King.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Jesus in His physical features was just like you and me.  His light is what 

attracted others.  People can be attracted to us because we have the light f 

Jesus within us.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “I’m no where near where I want to be, but praise God I’m farther along.” –

Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “It would be great if God drew a picture in the sky, or visited as an angel or 

have the thunder and the lightning, but sometimes He comes in a whisper.  

What we need is someone to explain it, that’s why God gives us the Holy 

Spirit.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “An angel is a messenger.  We’re called to be messengers to the world---

we’re all angels!” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Jesus had spent lots of quiet time with the Father.  Do you have alone time 

with the Father?  A time set aside… to just listen?” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “I have my agenda.  I know what I want but God is saying: but do you know 

what I want?” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “You speak to God, you speak all the time.  Our problem is, are we listening 

all the time?” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

 

QUOTES March 20, 2016 

+ “Thank You Jesus that You are with us.  Help us get untangled from sin.” –

Teresa Monical (prayer) 

+ “It’s a special week in the church year, time to reflect on what Jesus did for 

us---preparing for the crucifixion and resurrection.  A mix here of tears and 

joy.  We have that joy---because it’s true Jesus was risen from the dead.” –

Pastor Dwight 

+ “There’s really nothing better than to be in the presence of God.  This is 

what it’s all about---being in the presence of Jesus.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Here’s Jesus coming into Jerusalem.  What’s the celebration about?  The 

reason for the celebration hasn’t happened yet.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ The Gospels: half of the material is on the first 3 years of Jesus’s ministry.  

The other half is on this week (Passion).” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “The word holy means set apart, unridden (like the donkey).” –Pastor 

Dwight (message) 
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+ “Remember Jesus didn’t just have twelve disciples.  He had groupings of 

disciples.  There were hundreds considered disciples of Jesus.” –Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+ “Don’t be afraid of the one who kills the body.  Be afraid of the one who 

determines where you’re going to spend eternity.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “A lamb, spotless without blame---who is that? Jesus.” –Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+ “How many of you pray daily for the spiritual guidance and health of the 

leaders of our country?” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “I’m looking at an earthly kingdom.  What does God want us to look at?  A 

spiritual kingdom.” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “It’s not about me.  It’s not about you.  It’s about Jesus.” –Pastor Dwight 

(message) 

+ “It’s always good when Jesus shows up, Amen?” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Jesus always shows up, but He stands at the door and knocks.  If any of you 

open the door, He comes in and drinks, eats, and there’s nothing more 

important.”  -Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “You open the door and there will be a celebration.  Many times He knocks-

--oh, Jesus, I’m so busy…” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

+ “Open the door this week---He’s always knocking.  Let Him in.  When Jesus 

shows up, it’s awesome!” –Pastor Dwight (message) 

 

 

 

NO ZERO 

Wore my coat, my scarf, my gloves & hat  

But still chilled to the bone I am that 

There were no degrees when I left home 

Where did they go, where did they roam? 

Bring them back, seventy-five to be nice 

At least double digits, that would suffice! 
                                                                      -Nancy Schnepp 
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